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Klare, M. T. (Writer) and Morris, S. (Producer). (2008). Blood and oil.  
 

[Documentary]. United States: Media Education Foundation.  
 
The notion that oil motivates America's military engagements in the Middle East is often 
disregarded as nonsense or mere conspiracy theory. Blood and Oil, a new documentary based on 
the critically-acclaimed work of Nation magazine defense correspondent Michael T. Klare, 
challenges this conventional wisdom to correct the historical record. The film unearths 
declassified documents and highlights forgotten passages in prominent presidential doctrines to 
show how concerns about oil have been at the core of American foreign policy for more than 60 
years — rendering our contemporary energy and military policies virtually indistinguishable. In 
the end, Blood and Oil calls for a radical re-thinking of US energy policy, warning that unless we 
change direction, we stand to be drawn into one oil war after another as the global hunt for 
diminishing world petroleum supplies accelerates. 
 
Brown, R. (Producer). (2011). Globalization at the crossroads. [Documentary].  
  
 United States: Free to Choose Media.  
 
The events happening across North Africa and in the Arab world today are the result of many 
things, but at the top of the list is the fact that the vast majority of the population has been 
systematically locked out of the system by Byzantine legal procedures and political repression. 
Globalization at the Crossroads features renowned Peruvian economist and author, Hernando de 
Soto. His twenty years of research show that economies prosper only in places where widespread 
personal property ownership exists-coupled with inclusive, efficient, and transparent business 
and property law. This program demonstrates how the West successfully revolutionized its legal 
systems, property laws, and developed the modern corporation. Other nations that have instituted 
private property and business reforms, such as post-WWII Japan and present-day China, have 
seen their economies take off and their middle classes grow. Globalization is the new civilization. 
But unless we include the 80% of humanity currently excluded from the system, they will bring 
civilization down, as they have brought down other civilizations in the past. 
 
Kaplowitz, D. (Director). (2002). In whose interest? [Documentary]. United States:  
 
 Bullfrog Films. 
 
Filmmaker David Kaplowitz leads us on an eye opening journey, questioning the effects of U.S. 
foreign policy over the past 50 years.  Revealing a pattern of intervention, the film focuses on 
Guatemala, Vietnam, East Timor, El Salvador, and Palestine/Israel.  Archival footage, photographs 
and media tidbits are dynamically interwoven with personal eye-witness accounts and 
commentary from academics – such as Noam Chomsky – religious leaders and politicians.  In 
Whose Interest? is informative and disturbingly honest, yet upbeat, with twists of irony and 
humor. 
 
 
 



Greenwald, R. (Producer and Director). (2006). Iraq for sale: The war profiteers.  
 
 [Documentary]. United States: Brave New Films. 
 
Iraq for Sale: The War Profiteers War Report Project, LLC, is the story of what happens to 
everyday Americans when corporations go to war. Acclaimed director Robert Greenwald takes 
you inside the lives of soldiers, truck drivers, widows and children who have been changed 
forever as a result of profiteering in the reconstruction of Iraq. Iraq for Sale uncovers the 
connections between private corporations making a killing in Iraq (Blackwater, Halliburton/KBR, 
CACI and Titan) and the decision makers who allow them to do so. 
 
Doyle, R. (Writer and Director). (2006). Oil, smoke, & mirrors. [Documentary].  

 
 Ireland: www.oilsmokeandmirrors.com  
 

Oil, Smoke & Mirrors offers a bleaker view of present global circumstances than many of us would 
dare consider. It deals with issues that are largely marginalized, if not ignored, in the discourse of 
mainstream media and politics. However, as the film argues, it may well be that mediated political 
culture itself which, by sidelining some of the most challenging questions of historical truth in our 
time, poses the gravest threat to our future.  

 
Gibbs, J. (Director). (2020). Planet of the humans. [Documentary]. United States:  
 
 Rumble Media.  
 
Planet of the Humans (2019), a documentary that dares to say what no one else will this Earth Day 
- that we are losing the battle to stop climate change on planet earth because we are following 
leaders who have taken us down the wrong road - selling out the green movement to wealthy 
interests and corporate America. This film is the wake-up call to the reality we are afraid to face: 
that in the midst of a human-caused extinction event, the environmental movement's answer is to 
push for techno-fixes and band-aids. It's too little, too late. Removed from the debate is the only 
thing that MIGHT save us: getting a grip on our out-of-control human presence and consumption. 
Why is this not THE issue? Because that would be bad for profits, bad for business. Have we 
environmentalists fallen for illusions, "green" illusions, that are anything but green, because we're 
scared that this is the end-and we've pinned all our hopes on biomass, wind turbines, and electric 
cars? No amount of batteries are going to save us, warns director Jeff Gibbs (lifelong 
environmentalist and co-producer of Fahrenheit 9/11 (2004) and Bowling for Columbine (2002)). 
This urgent, must-see movie, a full-frontal assault on our sacred cows, is guaranteed to generate 
anger, debate, and, hopefully, a willingness to see our survival in a new way-before it's too late.  
 
Weimberg, G & Ryan, C. (Producers and Directors). (2007). Soldiers of  

 
 conscience. [Documentary]. United States: Luna Productions. 
 
Soldiers of Conscience is a dramatic window on the dilemma of individual U.S. soldiers in the 

current Iraq War – when their finger is on the trigger and another human being is in their gunsight. 
Made with cooperation from the U.S. Army and narrated by Peter Coyote, the film profiles eight 
American soldiers, including four who decide not to kill, and become conscientious objectors; 
and four who believe in their duty to kill if necessary. The film reveals all of them wrestling with 
the morality of killing in war, not as a philosophical problem, but as soldiers experience it - a split-
second decision in combat that can never be forgotten or undone. Soldiers of Conscience is not a 
film that tells an audience what to think, nor is it about the situation in Iraq today. Instead, it tells a 



bigger story about human nature and war. The film begins with a little-known fact – after World 
War II, the Army’s own studies revealed that as many as 75 percent of combat soldiers, given a 
chance to fire on the enemy, failed to do so. The studies showed that soldiers, despite training, 
propaganda and social sanction, retained a surprising inhibition when it came to taking human 
life. The statistics surprised and alarmed America’s generals, who developed training techniques 
to overcome the reluctance to kill. But if the military found a solution to its problem, the moral 
contradiction for the individual soldier remained. The mental and emotional burdens carried by 
soldiers who have killed ripple across America’s families and communities after each of its recent 
wars. As this film shows, every soldier is inescapably a “soldier of conscience.” 

 
 
Wolfchild, S. P. (Director and Producer). (2014). The doctrine of discovery:  
 
 Unmasking the domination code. [Documentary]. United States: 38 + 2  
 
 Productions.   
 
Dakota filmmaker Sheldon Wolfchild's compelling documentary is premised on Pagans in the 
Promised Land: Decoding the Doctrine of Christian Discovery, a book based on two decades of 
research by Shawnee, Lenape scholar Steven T. Newcomb. The film tells the story of how little 
known Vatican documents of the fifteenth century resulted in a tragic global momentum of 
domination and dehumanization. This led to law systems in the United States and Canada and 
elsewhere in the world, that are still being used against Original Nations and Peoples to this day. 
The film concludes with traditional teachings developed over thousands of years that provide a 
much needed alternative for humans and the ecological systems of Mother Earth at this time. 
 
Diaz, P. (Writer and Director). (2010). The end of poverty? Think again.  
 
 [Documentary]. United States: Cinema Libre Productions. 

 
Global poverty did not just happen. It began with military conquest, slavery and colonization that 
resulted in the seizure of land, minerals and forced labor. Today, the problem persists because of 
unfair debt, trade and tax policies -- in other words, wealthy countries taking advantage of poor, 
developing countries. Renowned actor and activist, Martin Sheen, narrates The End of Poverty?, a 
feature-length documentary directed by award-winning director, Philippe Diaz, which explains 
how today's financial crisis is a direct consequence of these unchallenged policies that have 
lasted centuries. Consider that 20% of the planet's population uses 80% of its resources and 
consumes 30% more than the planet can regenerate. At this rate, to maintain our lifestyle means 
more and more people will sink below the poverty line. Filmed in the slums of Africa and the 
barrios of Latin America, The End of Poverty? features expert insights from: Nobel prize winners 
in Economics, Amartya Sen and Joseph Stiglitz; acclaimed authors Susan George, Eric Toussaint, 
John Perkins, Chalmers Johnson; university professors William Easterly and Michael Watts; 
government ministers such as Bolivia's Vice President Alvaro Garcia Linera and the leaders of 
social movements in Brazil, Venezuela, Kenya and Tanzania . It is produced by Cinema Libre 
Studio in collaboration with the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation. Can we really end poverty 
within our current economic system? Think again. 

 
Curtis, A. (Writer and Director). (2004). The power of nightmares. [Documentary].   
 

Great Britain:  BBC Television. 
 
The Power of Nightmares, subtitled The Rise of the Politics of Fear, is a BBC documentary film 
series, written and produced by Adam Curtis. The series consists of three one-hour films, 



consisting mostly of a montage of archive footage with Curtis's narration, which were first 
broadcast in the United Kingdom in late 2004 and have been subsequently aired in multiple 
countries and shown in several film festivals, including the 2005 Cannes Film Festival. The films 
compare the rise of the American Neo-Conservative movement and the radical Islamist movement, 
making comparisons on their origins and noting strong similarities between the two. More 
controversially, it argues that the threat of radical Islamism as a massive, sinister organised force 
of destruction, specifically in the form of al-Qaeda, is in fact a myth perpetrated by politicians in 
many countries—and particularly American Neo-Conservatives—in an attempt to unite and inspire 
their people following the failure of earlier, more utopian ideologies. The Power of Nightmares has 
been praised by film critics in both Britain and the United States. Its message and content have 
also been the subject of various critiques and criticisms from conservatives and progressives.  
 
Brown, R. (Producer and Director). (2002). The power of the poor.  
  
 [Documentary]. United States: Free to Choose Media / Resolution   
  
 Productions. 

 
To those who watch television in the developed world, there doesn't seem to be a better system 
on earth than the capitalist system. We are experiencing the longest economic expansion in 
modern history.  Soviet Communism has been defeated. But make no mistake, as we will 
demonstrate in this program, capitalism is surprisingly vulnerable. The moment of capitalism's 
greatest triumph is the moment of its greatest crisis, its “Moment of Truth.” In fact, capitalism is 
not working for the vast majority of humanity that lives on the planet. Two thirds of the world's 
population has been locked out of the global economy, forced to operate outside the rule of law, 
they have no legal identity, no credit, no capital, and thus no way to prosper. To unlock The Power 
of the Poor is to change the world.  If we fail, these people will turn against capitalism as they 
have turned against other failed economic systems, and that could make for a very difficult, 
violent time. Filmed on location from Latin America to Africa, The Power of the Poor will 
demonstrate how free markets, individual freedom and especially the right to property can 
transform the poor into the most powerful resource in the world.  At its heart is the potential 
triumph of capitalism as a system.  

 
Lopatonok, I. (Director). (2016). Ukraine on fire. [Documentary]. United States:  
 
 Cinema Libre Studios. 
 
Ukraine. Across its eastern border is Russia and to its west-Europe. For centuries, it has been at 
the center of a tug-of-war between powers seeking to control its rich lands and access to the 
Black Sea. 2014's Maidan Massacre triggered a bloody uprising that ousted president Viktor 
Yanukovych and painted Russia as the perpetrator by Western media. But was it? 
King, R. (Producer and Director). (2005). Voices in wartime. [Documentary].  
 

United States: Two Careys Productions. 
 
Voices in Wartime is a feature-length documentary that sharply etches the experience of war 
through powerful images and the words of poets – unknown and world-famous. Soldiers, 
journalists, historians and experts on combat interviewed in Voices in Wartime add diverse 
perspectives on war’s effects on soldiers, civilians and society. In Voices in Wartime, poets 
around the world, from the United States and Colombia to Britain and Nigeria to Iraq and India, 
share their views and experiences of war that extend beyond national borders and into the depth 
of the human soul. The film also brings to life how poetry and war have been intertwined since the 
beginning of recorded history --from ancient Babylonia and the fields of troy--to the great conflicts 



of the 20th century and the current war in Iraq. The stirring words of poets of the past - Homer, 
Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, Emily Dickinson, Langston Hughes, Walt Whitman AND Shoda 
Shinoe from Hiroshima are combined with more recent voices: a Vietnam vet, poets in war-torn 
Baghdad, a poet whose family experienced the devastating war in Biafra. The poetry moves us to 
the emotion of war explained to us by soldiers, journalists and a doctor who have experienced the 
effects of combat firsthand. The poetry illuminates the reality. And the documentary reality helps 
us to understand the poetry. Together they sear the experience, emotions and sacrifices of war 
into our hearts and minds.  Voices in Wartime gives the gut-wrenching experience of war a fresh 
perspective. It steps away to look at all wars – not just the conflicts currently in the news. The 
terrible beauty of the poetry is our guide, distilling the grim realities and diverse emotions of war. 
History and literature have shown us that in times of war, poets can lead us to greater truths and 
that the power of poetry can help us understand the trauma, violence and death caused by armed 
conflict.  
 
Afineevsky, E. (Producer and Director). (2015). Winter on fire: Ukraine’s fight for  
  
 freedom. [Documentary]. United States: Netflix. 
 
This documentary follows the 2013–2014 Maidan Uprising, in Kyiv, via a chronological approach 
to key events via historic footage and testimonies of two dozen protesters. The first events 
narrated are the expected EU-Ukraine trade agreement being promised as a way to elevate 
Ukraine's future, but this agreement is suddenly discarded in favor of one with Russia. Pro-
Europe citizens organize protests and occupations, centered on and around Kyiv's Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti. After 4 months, the standoff between the government, its forces, and increasingly 
organized and dedicated protesters escalate into barricades, violent skirmishes, brutal 
repression, and deadly shootings by police on protesters. With the latest bloody and gruesome 
killings of protesters in February 2014, protest leaders vow to take down the government by force 
the following day. Ukraine's pro-Russia President Viktor Yanukovych flew to Russia in the early 
hours opening the way to new elections and a new Ukraine looking toward Europe. 
 
 
 


