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The Study of
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|. Definitions

It's no wonder the state of politics and
religion in this country are so SCREWED UP.
We've been taught not to think twice about either.
Start Talking. Start Learning.
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Two Definitions:

1. Some identify politics with government, legal
government, or the state. Example: politics “includes
the events that happen around a decision making
centers of government” (Alfred de Grazia).
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Advantages and Disadvantages of using this
definition:

Equating politics with government is commonsensical
but has limited applicability...

WHO RULES?

NONE ONE FEW ALL

Anarchy Monarchy Oligarchy Democracy

Direct

Dictatorship I

Representative
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2. For others, the definition revolves around the notions
of power, authority, and/or conflict. Example: politics
“Is a social process characterized by activity involving
rivalry and cooperation in the exercise of power, and
culminating in the making of decisions for a group.”

Y

S s

The lnvestment Theory of Politics

(William
Bluhm)
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Advantages and Disadvantages of using this
definition:

Equating politics with power allows us to study activity or
behavior, but gives us no specified “boundaries.”
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Another definition:
“The authoritative allocation of values for a

society” (Easton). This one is good because it is
not overly

[gotiis zid Ouiolis

restrictive or

overly broad. Decisions

1. Rational
Comprehensive

2. Incrementalism &

Bounded Rationality
3. Garbage Can
4. Organizational

Process & [ Outputs

Governmental
1. Laws

Politics
2. Oversight
3. Evaluation
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Why Define Politics?

It might lead to a deeper understanding of the subject
but we still acknowledge that we do not have “the” or
even “a” definition of politics.
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Il. Kinds of Political Systems
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1. Democratic
Systems -
decentralized
and flexible;
Interest groups,
elections,
political parties.
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2. Authoritarian Systems - military power;
religious institutions; ruling families or
monarchies.

History proves that all dictatorships, all
authoritarian forms of government are transient.
Only democratic systems are not transient.
Whatever the shortcomings, mankind has not

devised anything superior.

(Vladimir Putin)

izquotes.com
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3. Totalitarian
Systems -
subordination of
all forms of belief
and behavior to
the state.
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I1l. Spectrums of Political Analysis

Where Millennials stand on politics
Percentage i

Independents
45%
Democrats
Republicans 33%
23%
Source: Public Religion Research Institute/Georgetown Berkley
Center, 2012 Millennial Values Survey

By Rachel Huggins and Faul Trap, USA TODAY
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1. Empirical - focused on observable data
(voting figures, age of officeholders, population
size). Quantitative analysis.

What is.

Empirical Evidence

is that which is
obtained through
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2. Normative -

focused on HeIJ1N\- 3 Normative
values (ethical, is, was, will be ought to, should
moral rights and when prices| ()
wrongs). “““';:h;?"""
. . purchases.
Qualitative
analysis. What
ought to be. Cannot be
proved
Connects cause Makes recommendations

& effects

Descriptive

Not based on facts

Tells you should be/have

Based on facts been

Tells you what is

Prescriptive

Objective Subjective
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3. Institutional / Behavioral - focused on the
agents and structures of politics.

GOOD CITIZENS

THINKING LEADS TO REASONING. REASU‘.?'»EIHG LEADS TO RIGAT & WRONG
WRONG LEADS TO REVOLT. REVOLT LEADS TO BAD CITIZENS.
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4. Internal / External - focused on individual
psychology (rational choice theorists) and
structural conditions (Marxists).
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IV. Methodological Categories

TYPES OF RESEARCH
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1. Case Studies - A
narrative or story
about an event or Case StUdY
series of events. Resear Ch

Theory - Methods - Practice

ARCH G.WOODSIDE
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2. Ethnographic
Research -
Anthropological
fieldwork (similar
to case studies
but more detailed
In its attention to
the complexities
of social life.




THE STUDY OF POLITICS AND HUMAN NATURE

3. Survey Researchg
- gathering
information from
human
populations or
from other data.
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4. Modeling - The
construct of models

:I'he. st of political behavior.

indicator of X i

future behavior a. Descriptive -

is past depicting past
behavior

behavior.

b. Prescriptive -
I'm sorry that I'm having a hard time -
believing you due to your track guessmg responses
record of being a lying liar that if behaviors or facts

constantly lies out of your lying change
liar hole, g ?

10T TENeCARDSHHH
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5. Historical Descriptive Approach — Based on the
presumption that imaginative, thorough research and
careful reconstruction of political events and

conditions can provide valuable information and
useful analytic concepts.
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V. Perspectives on Politics

UNLIMITED

MONEY IN POLITICS
VIOLATES

THE ESSENCE OF
WHAT MADE AMERICA

A GREAT COUNTRY...

NOW IT'S JUST AN
OLIGARCHY.

- FORMER PRESIDENT
JIMMY CARTER

#GETMONEYOUT STAMPSTAMPEDE.ORG
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Quantitative methods
1. The Quantitative

Quantitative methods are research methods dealing

Pers pective — with numbers and anything that is measurable.
. They are therefore to be distinguished from

Statistical qualitative methods.

measurin g’ Counting and measuring are common forms of

quantitative methods.

purely descriptive The result of the research is a number, or a series of
numbers.

and non-value These are often presented in tables, graphs or other
based? forms of statistics.
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2. The Rational

Choice
: : _ Perspective -
Big Ideas opfthe Ral?lonal Choice individuals
erspective : :
« People are rational and goal-directed. purs.u | ng their
« Social exchange based on self-interest as actors try self-interests

maximize rewards / minimize costs.

+ Values, standards, expectations, and alternatives
influence the assessment of rewards and costs.

rationally.

» Reciprocity of exchange is essential to social life.

« Power comes from unequal resources in an
exchange.
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3. Pluralism and Elitist Perspectives
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4. Ideological Perspectives -
Marxism, feminism, environmentalism

INTERNATIONAL

CAMP FOR YOUNG RS Asnz{o]i U]\ pay e ny p=
FEMINISTS F:\'\DESOCIALISTS

* Do you want to find out more about socialism,
feminism and environmentalism?

THAT’S WHAT THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL’S ANNUAL YOUTH CAMP
NEAR OTRANTO IN THE SOUTH OF ITALY IS ALL ABOUT

July 23rd - 29th 2017

In a week in the sun with hundreds of young workers, students and
campaigners from across Europe you'll have the chance to:

join meetings « workshops e self-organised spaces discuss socialism e feminism
e anti-racism « LGBTI struggles « climate change » internationalism e the fight
against austerity » make friends » have fun » meet leaders of campaigns that
rarely make it into the mass media ¢ talk culture and communication e socialise
 share experiences « debate ideas and plan joint actions

THIS IS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG ACTIVISTS FROM BRITAIN
TO MEET WITH OTHER ENVIRONMENTALISTS, FEMINISTS AND SOCIALISTS
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN 5 Comparatlve

Comparative Perspectives -

Perspectives
on Social o
Movements avoiding

e e ethnocentric
assumptions.

I I

phitee] by
Doug McAdam,
John D. McCarthy,
Mavyer N, Zald
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Stevenson &
Haberman’s
“Rival Theories”
of
Human Nature
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These rival theories essentially revolve around
three separate epistemological entities.

Ontology, Epistemology, Axiology

Ontology
Eplores what is true or real.
What is your worldview?

W' The Mind Lab by Unitec | 2017 2 »
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Or, one can look at the quest for understanding
human nature this way...

1. Reli gious PhllOSOphg is ke being in a dark room and

looking for a black cat.

. : M@TﬂpthiCB is ke being in a dark room
2. Phi IOSOph ical and looking for a black cat that isn't there.

ThEO‘Ogl_.JJ i like being in a dark room and
3. Scientific looking for a black cat that isn't there, and
shouting “I found it!"

Science i like being in a dark room and
looking for a black cat using a fucking flashlight.
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Art, science, philosophy, religion --
each offers at best only a crude
simplification of actual living

experience.

- (E?G‘!-f_.{mﬁ.cﬂ- Ht‘rﬂrﬂf —

In the end, maybe Edward Abbey is right (he
was a significant inspiration for the radical
environmental group, Earth First!)




THE STUDY OF POLITICS AND HUMAN NATURE

Comparing Christianity and Marxism
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1. Each make claims about the
nature of the universe.

| prize my own independence too much. And
philosophically, | could never accept any rigid
dogma or ideology, whether it's Christianity
or Marxism...The greatest crimes in history
have been perpetrated by such religious and
political and racial fanatics, from the
persecutions of the Inquisition on down to
Communist purges and Nazi genocide.

— Saul Al {:H.-ﬁ."!‘l'.'.-{‘,f —

AZ QUOTES
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a. Christianity — God created universe

In the Beginning

N

N God Created the Heavens

and the Earth.
Genesis 1:1
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b. Marx — Religion is “illusory”

"%

Religion is only the illusory sun
which revolves round man as

long as he does not revolve
round himself.

~ Karl Marx

AZ QUOTES




THE STUDY OF POLITICS AND HUMAN NATURE

2. Each make claims about the
essential nature of human beings.

% 3
A
v 4 The nature of men and women -

- | their essential nature - is so vile and

1 !‘ Jady ; despicable that if you were to

N AR portray a person as he really is, no
B one would believe you.

£
T
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AZ QUOTES
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a. Christianity - Fate related to relation to
God

MARXISM
&
CHRISTIANITY

ALASDAIR MACINTYRE

DUCKWORTH
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b. Marx - No life after death or eternal
judgment

flen's ideas are
the most direct
emanafions of their
material state.

Karl arx

Dick.com
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3. Each have a different diagnosis of
what’s wrong with humankind

Not the consciousness of
men determines their
being, but their
social being determines
their consciousness

r~ Karl Marx ~

www.StatusMind.com
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a. Christianity - We reject God’s will,
misuse our freedom, and are infected
with sin.
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b. Marx - The concept of “alienation.”

Karl Marx on Work f ‘.

o

'y
Work should use our creative powers and
develop all sides of our potential.

Each one of us has the potential to develop
a wide variety of skills and capacities.

We are most human:

-- when we work because we want to, and
because we like our work

-- when work is self-rewarding -- our life finds
meaning in our work
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4. Each have a different prescription for
putting things right.

N

PRESCRIPTIGN | !
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a. Christianity - Accept God’s salvation,
complete process beyond death.

PLAN OF SALVATION
HEAER Eomans 10:17
EELIEVE John B:24
EEFEMT Lulce 15:5
CONEESS Matthew 10:32
BE BAFTIZED Mark 16:16

EEMATN FAITHETL Rew 2:10

- o imfe all the weorld and preach the
Crospes to gvery creature. Mark 16:15
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b. Marx - The future is in this world, no
longer alienated by economic conditions.

CLASS STRUGGLE 15 MY EHHEHHE_

DIVIDES
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The Problem of “Closed

Theories”

Both Christianity and Marxism are
described as facing two
intellectual difficulties:
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1. They do not allow any evidence to count

explaining away

(

against their theory
counterevidence).
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TS NOT THECRITIC
WHO COUNTS, NOT THE MAN WHO POINTS OUT . They answer
TUMDGGRAEIOR I orot
analyzing the
COULD HAVE DONE ?HEE,IE,E; ’ ‘ motivations of

the critic.




