CONSERVATISM

Conservatism

Conservatism is only as good as
what it conserves.

- ’?‘* edrich ﬁu..{_;;u...ﬂ:wt Vo Hﬂ.-tfﬂf-l- —

AZ QUOTES




CONSERVATISM

Stevenson notes that as a philosophical position,
conservatism has often been overshadowed
by liberalism in the U.S. However, in Europe
this tradition has a long heritage and has
support among religious groups, the military,
and land owners.

enservalive

“THE REAL THING"
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|. Varieties of
Conservatism



CONSERVATISM

1. Traditional Conservatism
a. Focus on authority and control.

b. Protection and security for those who
are less fortunate (noblesse oblige).

c. Practices, customs, and traditions.

Conservatism is the policy of making no changes
= and consulting your grandmother when in doubt.

(Woodrow Wilson)
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CONSERVATISM

2. Laissez-faire Conservatism
a. Individual freedom.
b. Limits on government.

c. In Europe this type of conservatism is
known as “classical liberalism.”

d. Individual rationality and self-
Interest.
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Commonalities?
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1. Both are 27 by
opposed to Govern r"fi"ém;,first dutyisto
extensive protect thépeople, notifun

government Ak (e U

intervention in
society.



CONSERVATISM

LOEANWHILE, ON THE.

2. Neither support
government as a
legitimate tool for
social reform, or
a vehicle for
social planning.
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CONSERVATISM

3. Both support the
value of private
property.
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~+,° CAPITALISM
" NORTH 4. Both are united

< KOREA

In their

opposition to
socialism and
communism.
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ll. Prominent
Traditional
Conservatives
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Burke
Reflections
on the

Revolution in Edmund Burke

m 1729?-1797

F r anCe m British

m A Chief founder of

( 17 9 O) conservatism
. Supportive of American
Revolution
— Saw it as a struggle for
existing English liberties
Strongly opposed to French
Revolution

— “One of the greatest
calamities that has ever fallen
upon mankind”

r

And its leaders were “harpies’
sprung from night and hell



CONSERVATISM

Burke was not happy with the French Revolution.
Social experiments by governments were
dangerous. Reason meant the “wisdom of
generations” (recall liberalism stressed
skepticism, doubt). Aristocracy and hierarchy
were natural developments in society, not
human equality.
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Kirk - The l |
Conservative e L I
Mind (1953). I\ BIOGRAPHY
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The Six Tenets:
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CONSERVATISM

Remarkable contributions are
typically spawned by a passionate
commitment to transcendent values
such as beauty, truth, wisdom,
justice, charity, fidelity, joy, courage
and honor.

A7 /|| — Gary Namel —
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CONSERVATISM

The mystery ol hife st problem (o solve,

but a reality 1o expenénce.

Frank Herben




CONSERVATISM

In the strict sense of the term, a true democracy
has never existed, and never will exist. It is against
natural order that the great number should

govern and that the few should be governed.

(Jean-Jacques Rousseau)
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3. A conviction that orders
and classes are natural
developments in any
society.




CONSERVATISM

Private property is
redundant. “Public property”

is an oxymoron. All legit ’
property is private. If
property isn’t private
it’s stolen.

- Gustave de Molinar




CONSERVATISM

Every age, every culture, every custom and
| tradition has its own character, its own weakness
| and its own strength, its beauties and cruelties; it
accepts certain sufferings as matters of course,
puts up patiently with certain evils. Human life is
reduced to real suffering, to hell, only when two
ages, two cultures and religions overlap.

(Hermann Hesse)

izquotes.com

5. Reliance on convention,
tradition, and custom as
checks on human
emotions and rational
designs.



CONSERVATISM

In times of rapid change, experience
could be your worst enemy.

— d. Paul Getly —
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6. Suspicion of efforts at
reform and change that
move too rapidly in the
face of social traditions.
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Lippman - Essays EssAys IN
in the Public TaE PusLic
Philosophy PuiLosopruy
(1955)

“Where all /o
think alike,
no one

thinks very >,
much.”

Walter Lippmann
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CALM

BECAUSE

SOCIALISM IS DEAD




CONSERVATISM

By the power elite, we refer to those
political, economic, and military circles
which as an intricate set of overlapping
cliques share decisions having at least

national consequences. In so far as
national events are decided, the power

elite are those who decide them.

— O Whight: Mills —
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“Public Opinion” (1922)

PUBLIC
OPINION

WALTER
LIPPMANN

y

3. For democracies to
[liiined and il- survive, executive (elite)

suited for self-

government power must be separatec

* Most people are busy,

* “Manufacturing

consent” from public opinion, whic

* Lippmann put his faith

L e is usually defined as
e having narrow, self-
seeking interests.
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lll. Prominent
Laissez-faire
Conservatives
(Classical Liberals)
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Nozick — Anarchy,
State and Utopia
(1974).

.~ him and directing himto carryon
|  various activities.



CONSERVATISM

"People tend
to forget
the possibilities
of acting

mdependenth of
the state.

- Robert Nozick,

Anarchy, State, and Utopia

1. Individuals are discrete
entities entitled to
freedom and property.
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Instead of trying to prove your
“1 opponent wrong, try to see in
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Hayek - The Road

to Serfdom THEROAD @
(1944). TO SERFDOM 4

TEXT AND DOCUMENTS .' 53
The “Definitive Edition .
ity | F. A. HAYEK
=% & of material posit jon o
. can be metonly by
agovernment witk
totalitarian powers
-F.A.Hayek
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CONSERVATISM

There is all the diference in the world
between treating people equally
and att:ﬁmpting to make them equal.

1. Bureaucracies or attempts




CONSERVATISM

| have come to feel strongly that the greatest service |
can still render to my fellow men would be that | could
maRe the speakers and writers among them

thoroughly ashamed ever again to employ the term
'social justice’.

(Friedrich Hayek)

izquotes.com

2. Limiting individual
economic activity for some
“Breater good” leads to
socialism and
totalitarianism.



CONSERVATISM

Friedman - E
Capitalism and .
Freedom (1962).

MILFON
FRIEDMAN

The only corporate social CAPITALIS M

responsibility a company has is to

maximize its profits. AN D F‘ RE ED OM
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CONSERVATISM

“THE MosT IMPGRTANT SINGLE CENTR
ABOUT A FREGAYERKET 1S THAT NO EXCHR
TAKES PLABE UNLESSBOTH PARTIES

" BENEFIT
)

1. Continued to argue for
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ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

The Islamic
Tradition



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

As the third great monotheistic world religion, Islam has
strong historical roots in Judaism and Christianity. The
tradition was established in the 7t century c.e. when
the prophet Muhammad had a series of visions,
which, according to the Qur’an, were direct revelations
from God.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

From the 8 to the
12t centuries, a
great flowering of
Islamic
civilization
occurred.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

R o

e In fact, many scholars
e have suggested that
Europe’s emergence
from the Dark Ages
was a result of
exchanges that took
place among Muslim
intellectuals and
their Jewish and
Christian
counterparts in




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Therefore, according to Stevenson and Haberman, no
discussion of “biblical” views of human nature or their
Impact on human cultures is adequate unless it takes

into consideration the challenge that the Qur’an poses
to those views.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Theory of the
Universe



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

As pointed out by the

text authors, the ¥ e 2AT AN
Qur’an and its ‘}:,"(j“(‘j,U‘ W
L J

interpretive

iti "ALLAH IS SUFFICIENT FOR US
tradltlons dO nOt AND H!E IS THE BEST GUARDIAN"
argue for . - Y4 oy
monothelsm; th_e el g ,\ 4
simply assume it. T A i

There is only one ,}( N
divine being, Allah. oL




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

FORGIVE THEM
EVEN II' TI-IEY

let them forgiw;e"a'nd overlook,
do you not wish that Allah should
forgive you? For Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful

fruthohislam252%" | ftumblr

Like His counterpart
in biblical
literatures, Allah is
the Creator of the
universe who
communicates
with humankind by

means of prophets

and messengers.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Although Muslims regard both Adam and Christ as
prophetic figures who are considered exemplars of
humanity at its finest and therefore worthy of
emulation, they see the Christian doctrine of the
Trinity as an ontological impossibility.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Muslims insist that God cannot be compared to anyone
or anything found in creation, and for them this is an
article of faith. Therefore, one does not find
catechisms, confessions, and creeds - but instead
one enters the Islamic community (the umma) by

means of a public profession that there is “only one

God and Muhammad is God’s messenger.”




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Theory of
Human
Nature




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

In terms of Islam’s understanding of human nature, the
Qur’an retells the story of Adam and Eve by identifying Satan
as the couple’s tempter (not the serpent), at which point
Adam receives a revelation “from his Lord” marking him as a
prophet, who then “turns” :
to God (or God to him),
which in the Qur’an
indicates forgiveness of
sin.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

The Old Testament informs us that firstly Eve
was deceived by Satan and then she misled
her husband, so that God punished Satan and Eve

because of the sin, and Adam because of listening

to his wifelWhereas God called and blamed BOTH

Adam & Eve for the sin in Quran, because Satan
had deceived both of them.

In other words, instead
of sin becoming part
of the inheritance of
humankind due to
Adam’s “fall,”
forgiveness is
offered to a
repentant Adam, for
Allah is “the One
who turns, the

Merciful.”
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Diagnosis




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

For Muslims, the Holy Book is not understood as a
source of new information about God or about
humankind; the Qur’an offers itself as “guidance” for
humanity, but guidance presented in the form of
“reminders.”




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

What this means is

that the Qur'an’s | _,

relationship to S j | —
biblical literatures is @4 S
revisionary. This | A8 QURAN
would be analogous s 28 :

to the relationship
that the New
Testament bears to
Jewish scripture.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

So it useful to think of
the Qur'an as
presenting readers
with a “third
testament” rather
than entirely new
system of religious
thought and
practice.

Torah, Gospe[, and Quran

"THREEL
- TESTAMENTS

CONTRIBUTIONS BY
ELLEN FRANKEL
MARC ZVI BRETTLER
HENRY L. CARRIGAN JR.
DAVID BRUCE
LALEH BAKHTIAR
NEVIN REDA

2T C
BRIAN ARTHUR BROWN

FOREWORD BY AMIR HUSSAIN




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

For Muslims, this “third testament” became necessary
when, in their view, readers of the second, or “new”
testament began to conflate the messenger (Jesus)
with the message (his teachings about Mosaic law) in
such a way that the messenger became the message.

Islamic Holy Texts

* Qur’an (Koran)

— most important because it is the written
word of God and is not corrupted by
humans.

» Old Testament

— second most important but corrupted
by humans.

« Hadith

— third most important, Book of the
Prophets.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Therefore, humanity does not inherit “original sin” from

Adam. Instead “salvation” is achieved through individual
emulation of

prophetic example: Salvation according to Qur'an

Conformmg ones God says we are all created in a state of
behavior to the goodness (30:30);

. He has not burdened man with any “original
Sunnah’ or praCt|Ce sin”, having forgiven Adam and Eve (2:56-38;

of the prophets. 7:23,24) as He forgives us (11:90; 39:53-56).

As we are all' personally responsible for our
actions (2:286; 6:164) there is no need for a
human savior in Islam;

salvation comes from God alone (28:67).



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Contradictory Truth Claims Regarding
“Salvation”

B
Christianity— by faith alone in Christ alone

— by belief in Allah, his prophet
Muhammad, and good works

Hinduism- by overcoming karma and
reincarnations with good works

Buddhism- by cessation of desire through
eight-fold path

manism- by education in this life (no
afterlife)
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Prescription




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Islamic traditions contemplate human nature as a
complex amalgam of intentions and desires, some of
which lead one toward the divine, others leading one
astray.

THE HUMAN BEING
Very sty 1 sy ] s ] Vesing
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ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Like many Christians,
Muslims believe
that God loves

But they plan, And Allah plans. And them and has a

Allah is the best of all planners. plan for their lives.

The particulars of

that plan, however,

are unknown.

(AL-IMRAN 3:54)



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Devout Muslims meditate upon the examples set by
Muhammad and other prophetic figures (including
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Jesus) as those
examples have been preserved for them in a vast
body of devotional literature, including the Qur’an.

Say, "We believe in Allah and
in what was revealed to us
and what was revealed to
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac,
Jacob, and the Descendants,
and in what was given to

Moses and Jesus and to the
prophets from their Lord. We
make no distinction between
any of them, and to Him
(Allah) we surrender”

Quran 3:84




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

One could say that
devout Muslims
attempt to fill in the
blanks of the divine
plan as it applies to
them in their
individual lives by
attending, as best
they can, to

particular lessons
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Critical
Discussion



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

As Stevenson and
Haberman note, the
Qur’an and its
interpretive
traditions present
readers with a
broadly biblical yet
stralghtforwa_\ rd and My success is only by Allah
comprehensive QUR'AN[11,88]
theory of human
nature.




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

This theory is

e i characterized by

T '__:'.‘=ﬁ]?-ffr“” \m competing elements
Rl Y TR that exist in tension:

Fq! ﬁlljafh says in Quran,

% individual and
3 N environment (or
“..Whosoever kills an innocent society), unity and
human bemg it shall be as if }w_ diversity wrghm_ .
s ki]led all ki d i human society Itself,
ungodly desires and
whosoever saves the hfe ﬂf one, inclination to follow
3 3 2 ] d saved the the divine will.



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Within this world of competing tensions, God has sent
prophets and saints to guide those who would lead a
life worthy of the high calling for which the human
being was created: the khalifa ideal.

The Caliph
« When Muhammad
diedin 632 A.D.,
conflicts over who
should be his
successor erupted
« Caliph =
successor to the
Messenger of God

 First four caliphs
all had direct ties
to Muhammad




ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

As a result, the story that Muslims tell one another about

optimistic: men and ‘ : .
women are not “fallen , ’ -

by nature, and the are \ Islam is the religion of all Prophets £,
- Adam 22kl adle to Muhammad 3.
Children are not born out of any sin,
displease their Creator. = original, inherited or derived. They are
born on the religion of their nature
(i.e., Islam).

the human species is

not predisposed to

~ IGlhalal_thought

Wyanh



ISLAM: SUBMISSION TO GOD

Still, “fallen” or not, men and women do displease God
with remarkable consistency and are ultimately
dependent on His mercy for salvation.




