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...Low-Income whites
not voting.

...Declining strength of
party identification.

...Lowered feelings of
political efficacy.
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The Structure of
Elections
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1. Getting Nominated — win your
parties nomination in the primary.

2. Getting Elected — win your
campaign against your opponent.
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Focus is now on the
candidate, not the party
and is carried out by
professionals
(consultants, PR experts,
media specialists,
pollsters, and advertising
people).

Better or worse???

Linda Clarizio, president of
AOL's Platform A, said of
Barack Obama, 'l think he
did a great job of going from
a relative unknown to a
household name to being a
candidate for president.’
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Presidential Elections
3 Key Steps

Primaries / Caucuses / Conventions









3. Nominating
Convention
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What Shapes

Voter's
Choices?



_;_'_j . 1. Three-Factor
& Explanation




2. Six-Factor
Explanation
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Voting, Elections, and
Public Policy:

Do Elections
Influence Government
Decisions?
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HOW REPUBLICANS HOW DEMOCRATS HOW | SEE
SEE DONALD TRUMP  SEE DONALD TRUMP DONALD TRUMP

1. Candidates must
take different positions
on the issues of the

HOW DEMOCRATS HOW REPUBLICANS HOW | SEE

day. If the candidates REIISOTNEN NEEUSONS SHNSNON

hold the same basic
views, it makes little
difference who gets
elected.
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2. Candidates have
to try to carry out
their campaign
promises. If they do
not, then those that
vote for them on the
. basis of those
‘. 10/ L promises will not
ESARE COMING = b 5v/e their

oreferences enacted.
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