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he United States has the greatest
number of political interest groups of any

d emoc raCy Interest group: A collection of people who

share certain views on public matters and
work to shape public policy to their benefit
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Which INTEREST GROUPS do you
(or might you someday) belong to?
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Although they play a similar role to political parties,
they do not try to capture elective offices.
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Interest Groups

Early Group
Theories and
Theorists
(Famous Theorists)



Interest Groups




2. John C. Calhoun

Against numerical
majorities; proposed
the theory of

S “concurrent majority.”
g% A majority of each

A Disquisition on :
Ne e iInterest would have to

1853 approve a decision
"‘. before it could take
L effect.
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3. Arthur F. Bentley

Held an
uncompromising
belief that group
behavior explains
everything in political
science.

™ The .
_(/) NOCEAS of
oustnment

The Process of Government:; A
Study of Social Pressures , 1908



4. David B. Truman

Similar to Bentley,
added the idea of a
“latent” group which
will form in response
to “offending” groups
and the theory of
“overlapping” group
memberships.



5. Mancur Olson

Approached the idea of
Interest groups from the
rational self-interest
perspective. He was more
concerned with why
Individuals join groups and
the “free rider” problem.
Unlike Truman, who believed
groups arise spontaneously,
Olson suggests groups T
must attract members by

providing tangible benefits.
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PUBLIC G005 AND
THE THEDRY OF GROUPS

MANGUR OLSON




THE

END OF
LIBERALISM

THE SECOND REPUBLIC
OF THE
UNITED STATES
Ll

THEQDORE J. LOWI



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Prof_Theodore_Lowi_(Cornell_Univ)_at_CCOB_May_2009.jpg




1. Subgovernments

A.K.A “iron triangles”: or
“cozy triangles.” This
occurs when interest
groups form alliances
with legislative
committees and agencies
that deal with the issues
of importance to them.
These triangular
relationships have
become subgovernments
In which all parties work
to protect each other.

Congress

congrassional support,
wia lobby
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Campaign $3, Lobbying CONGRESS
COMMITTEES:

Defense Jobs

PRODUCERS

Boeng, Lockheed-Martin,
GE, Aerojet, Halliburton

Weapons Contracts
Base Building & Supplying

(Dept. of Defense)




2. New Politics

Tends to be working away from the notion of explaining American
politics by looking at self-interested groups. Fragmentation of
government institutions has made it possible for policy
entrepreneurs to free themselves from the interest group struggle
and to activate wider (or narrower) public interest.
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Interest Groups

Interpretations
of the
Political System



Interest Groups

Peter Lassman

PLURALISM
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5. Corporatism

Describes a system
of formal
relationships that
have developed )
between economic NN

organizations and GGG
government

agencies.
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Internal
Group
Dynamics



1. Leadership

In-sync with the
rest of the
group? Too many
mavericks?




2. Cohesion

Truth Beckons

Leadership avoids
“group dividing”
ey | positions; the

The real reason that we can’t have the -

Ten Commandments in a courthouse: You d an g erS Of m OV' n g

cannot post ‘Thou shalt not steal,” ‘Thou

‘shalt not commit adultery,” and ‘Thou tO OC I ose to

shalt not lie’in a building full of lawyers,

judges, and politicians. It creates a hostile p 0 I |t| C al p ar‘“ es.

work environment.” Ge&rg% Carlin




Unitary, federal or confederal?

Unitary System Federal System Confederation

National People State
Government Government

I — |

Government Government

Stat National .
State ae l ationa l National

Government Government

Concentrated Power Divided Power Decentralized Power
Centralized Authority Authority with the People Concentrated Authority
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1. Access

Primary goal Is to
obtain access to those
who make policy

decisions affecting

them by:

a. locating the decision point
for an issue

b. making contact

c. trying to influence the
decision-maker

i
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3. Working With
Political Institutions
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Group efforts b Mgk,

Ideally begin early g
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Interest Groups

A Typology
Of
Interest Groups



1. Self-Interested
Groups

These groups

represent
predominately
economic interests

a. Business
b. Labor
(through unions)




Interest Groups

THE CORRUPT

THE HONEST
A SUPPORT US.
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