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Basic Structure

3 Main Parts




The Constitution

1. Preamble

States why the
CO n Sti tu t i onNn was We the People of the United States,

in Order to form a more perfect

WwWr i tten. Union, establish Justice, insure
domestic Tranquility, provide for
the common defense, promote
the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do
ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States
of America.
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2. The Articles 1. Legislative Power
2. Executive Power

3. Judicial Power

4, States’ Power and
Limits

5. Process of
Amendments

6. Federal Power

/. Ratification

7 divisions
covering a
general topic.
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3. The Amendments

“Changes” (there have been 27 changes to
date
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Major

Principles
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1. Popular
Sovereignty r |

People are the
source of
government

power.
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2. Federalism

Power is divided
between national,
state, and local
governments.
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3. Separation of Powers

Three branches of government with their
own responsibilities.
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4. Check and Balances

Each branch holds some control over the

other two.
Maoreravtspat sy

CHRCKS AND EALANCES
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5. Judicial Review

Courts have the
power to declare
laws and actions of
Congress and the
President
unconstitutional.
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6. Limited
Government

Limits the powers of
government by
making explicit
grants of authority.
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Amending
The

Constitution
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2 Steps
> rﬁfﬂwﬂdt 1q Hie* “Canstitutian

PROPOSAL

—a two_ A Constitutioral Ameéndment can

- he proposed in one of two ways:
thirds vote of both o, e
houses of Congress or Convention {

called by 2/3 ¢

a constitutional ~ the States

convention. - W
— three- RATIFICATION

After an Amendment is proposead,

fourths of the 50 state ICAa R POl THiE to.cAT 6D
legislatures or three- Qs '
fourths of special By3/4 [
constitutional

conventions called by

the 50 states.
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Development
Of the

Constitution
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The Articles of Confederation were America’s first
“constitution” but it had certain flaws:

1. Each state, regardless of size, had only one vote.

2. Congress could make laws, but there was no
executive to enforce the laws.

3. Amendments could only be adopted by
unanimous vote.

4. There was no national court to settle arguments
between states.

5. Congress could not regulate commerce between
states, or collect taxes.

6. Congress could ask for troops, but could not raise
an army.
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3 Compromises
Reached in Forming

The Constitution
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1. The Great
Compromise

Resolved the conflict
between Iargbe and
small states by
providing equal
representation in the
Senate and
representation based
on population in the
House.

(Oliver Ellsworth and Roger
Sherman)
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‘TO BE SOLD,.on board the|
Ship Banze: [fland, on tuefday the '6!:?,:1

Iof_ May next, at Apley-Ferry y a choice 2. The Th ree-FifthS

cargo of about 250 fine ‘healeliy -

« yiip 5 i

% NEGROES, & Compromise
SES8 jult arrived from. the
% Windward & Rice Coatt.
—~The utmoft care his
osmalready been taken, and

Mhall be contaved, & % =
e o Resolved the conflict
SMALL-POX, no boat having becn on

o s ke o v between slave and

s e eI free states by

counting five slaves as
three people in
determining each
state’s representation
in the House of

Representatives.
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3. Indirect Vote for
President

Resolved the conflict
between the
aristocrats and
democrats by
having the
president elected
by the Electoral
College.
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The
Branches

0]
Government
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1. The Legislative Branch

The /aw-making body which includes the House of
Representatives and the Senate. This branch makes laws
concerning money, commerce, courts, war, the armed
forces, immigration, and taxation.
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2. The Executive Branch

The /aw-enforcing body,
led by the president,
which conducts foreign
policy, negotiates
treaties, among other
duties. The president is
also Commander-in-
Chief of the military and
makes appointments of
judges and members of
the cabinet.
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3. The Judicial Branch

The /law-interpreting
body, made up of the
Supreme Court and
lesser federal courts,
which determines the
constitutionality of
laws and
interpretations of the
Constitution.
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The
Bill of Rights

(The first 10 Amendments
to the Constitution)
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First Amendment

Guarantees the
freedom of
religion, speech,
assembly, and
press, and the right
of the people to
petition the
government.




The Constitution

Second Amendment

Protects the right of | [E=CEEEEGET:

7] | ™1AANTS OVERTIROUN: | COWORKERS, STUDENTS, SRousEs sTome coerms ere & e
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Third Amendment

DELIGHTED TO HANE NEW e | OBVIOUSLY, IT HAS TO GO
SPYING POWERS VIOLATING

THE FOURTH AMENDMENT, A SOLDIER WILL BE
PRESIDENT BUSH LOOKS Third Amendment: CRASHING ON EVERY

- g X CAN'
OVER OUR REMAINING RIGHTS. . No Soldier shall, ?Eiéﬁl agﬁgﬁu&f

| ]
Restricts quartering intime ofpeace” | [\ 5 i nen
}ie quartered in FEEL AT HOME.
any house, without

Of troops in private P> e ) the consent of the

Owner, nor in time
of war, butin a

homes. ) I

prescribed by law.! 1

CONGRESS CAVES. BUT NOT BEFORE ADDING AND S0 ANOTHER FREEDOM IS LOST TO
SO0ME TOOTHLESS PROVISIONS. UNCHECKED EYECUTIVE POWER.

= : ...AND THAT'S WHY You
THIS PROGRAM WE PROPOSE ALWAYS DO CAVITY SEARCHES
MUST HAVE SOME INSTALLING VIDEO BEFORE DINNER!
OVERSIGHT! CAMERAS IN THE
- A HOMES To KEEP HEY, PASS
TABS ON THE THE GRAVY!
SITUATION.
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Fourth Amendment

Protects against
“unreasonable
searches and
seizures.”
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Fifth Amendment

Assures the right not to
I:)g deprived of “Ii{\e,, ; y =~y
iberty, or property, R
without due process of Eaa
law,” including
protections against
double jeopardy, self-
iIncrimination, and
government seizure of
property without just
compensation.
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Sixth Amendment

Guarantees the right
to a speedy and
public trial by an
impartial jury.
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Seventh Amendment

Assures the right of a ‘!
jury trial in cases B

involving common
law (the law
established by
previous court
cases).
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Eighth Amendment

Protects against
excessive bail, or
cruel and unusual
punishments.
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Ninth Amendment

Provides that
people’s rights are
not restricted to
those specified in
Amendments One
through Eight.
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Tenth Amendment

Restates the
Constitution’s

Brinciple of federalism | B\ BY ROM THE

the national
government nor
prohibited to the
states are reserved to
the states and to the
people.

iding that A
pgv?lgor‘s"ml)l;ggraﬂted to GUVERNMENT, f‘ﬁ;ﬂ_mﬁ
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Constitutional
Theories:

Why Did the
Founders Adopt It?
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1. Democracy / Pluralism Theory
(Dahl, McDonald, Alder,
McClenaghan)

a. Altruistic, selfless, and honest
founders.

b. Wanted to create a great and
lasting democracy and union.

c. Primarily a document.
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2. Elite Class Theory
(Beard, Parenti, Rosenfeld)

a. Selfish, greedy, and self-
interested founders.

b. Wanted to protect their private
property rights from the poorer
majority.

C. Primarily an

document.
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3. Hyperpluralism Theory
(Lazare)

a. Aristocratic, undemocratic,
founders.

b. Wanted to stop revolutionary
change and the "mob mentality”
of the people.

c. Primarily a conservative
document.




