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Strong or weak?

Checks on power y ‘l“ 'I'IIE?
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Roles of the President
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Roles of the President

Manager
of the
Economy

“WE HAVE THIS FANTASY THAT
OUR INTERESTS AND THE INTERESTS
OF THE SUPER-RICH ARE THE SAME
— LIKE SOMEHOW THE RICH WILL
EVENTUALLY GET SO FULL THAT
THEY'LL EXPLODE, AND THE CANDY
WILL RAIN DOWN ON THE REST OF
us. LIKE THEY'RE SOME KIND OF
PINATA OF BENEVOLENCE. But
HERE'S THE THING ABOUT

A PINATA: IT DOESN'T

OPEN ON ITS OWN.

You HAVE TO BEAT

IT WITH A STICK."

-BiLL MAHER
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The Electoral
Mandate




Sources of Presidential Power

Access to the Mass
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Presidential
Popularity




Sources of Presidential Power

The
Power

to
Persuade




Sources of Presidential Power

M / D c by Mark Cabot Robinson
s m

MY FELLOW AMERICANS, A ‘I'E%AGO.

1

1 PLEDGED TO DRAIN THE S

BUT I'VE DONE ONE BETTER!
NOW I OWN IT!

The Ability to | ‘- B 3 vow nsounounn
Reward B

and

Punish




Sources of Presidential Power

The White House Staff
o TRUMP'S WHITE HOUSE
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Recent Abuses of Presidential Power

Impoundment (Nixon)

Impoundment of funds

When the President refuses to spend money
appropriated by Congress

o Nixon was infamous for this

Budget Reform Act of 1974

o Congress requires President to spend all
appropriated funds

0 EXECUTIVE ORDERS — president enforces the

Constitution, treaty, law or modify rules of the

BULLY bureaucracy; has the force of law

Ex. FDR — Japanese internment camps, Obama shut

hd
y
€ / down Guantanamo Bay, Johnson enforced integration

it
3
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Recent Abuses of Presidential Power

The Vietnam War
(Johnson, Nixon)




Recent Abuses of Presidential Power
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Recent Abuses of Presidential Power

The Iran-Contra Affair (Reagan, Bush |)

Coverup Behind the Iran Contra Affair
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Recent Abuses of Presidential Power

The Lewinsky

Scandal
(Clinton)




Recent Abuses of Presidential Power

Operation lraqi

Freedom (?)
(Bush Il)

WE MusT HAVE THE

- PRECIUL




Recent Abuses of Presidential Power

ool b fgnia Drone strikes in the
Middle East and the
NG, THE FOREIENAQUEY. killing of American

citizens(?)
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Curbing the
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Presidency




Curbing the Imperial Presidency

Impeachment

delegation splits along P_a_:_'r

i v




Curbing the Imperial Presidency

Congressional Action

L -
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Limits on
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Limits on Presidential Power

Other Political Actors
a. Congress
b. Our federal system
c. The White House staff
Size / Complexity of federal government
Presidential inexperience
Length of term in office




The Executive Branch

The Executive
Branch and the

“Four Theories”




The enduring OB.A.M.A.
questlc?n: can an YES WE CAN
executive that is MURDER

strong enough to ,,-.
. . £ = %= WHOEVER WE WANT,
provide leadership, B QI wHEREvER WEWANT,
. \ o4¢ WHENEVER WE WANT,
also be responsible NS
to the people and - nwnnoaunv—

not abuse power? -y .




Presidents are weakened - _
because they must share m I'“I.mnv?n

power with two other

branches. Policies which N -
help the nation as a whole s '
may intrude upon the

desires of special

interests.




The president is a powerful part of a small economic,
political, and social elite that works for itself. The

president is really a cheerleader or salesman for

. .« o . DEMOCRATS €AY “WE HATE TRUMP BECAUSE HE'Q
capitalist interests. A CTUPID, OLD, RICH, WHITE, CHRICTIAN, STRAIGHT
MAN WHO TOUCHES WOMEN INAPPROPRIATELY!"

Elections and the power
of “the people” are

largely overstated.

g |
0 VOTE FOR JOE BIDEN!




