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What
1S
Anarchism
P77

Anarchism is a political phi -=='=-f;";".=_3.j':.".
which considers the ;

undesirable, unnec&ﬁ:sarﬁ ;
harmful, and instead promotes &
stateless society, or anarchy '
information relating to anar
should be reported to your local
Police.
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According to the
Anarchist FAQ:

Modern

civilization
faces three
potentially
catastrophic
Crises:
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1. Social breakdown, a
shorthand term for
rising rates of
poverty,
homelessness, crime,
violence, alienation,
drug and alcohol
abuse, social
Isolation, political
apathy,
dehumanization, the
deterioration of
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2. Destruction of
the planet's
delicate
ecosystems on
which all
complex forms
of life depend
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3. The
proliferation of
weapons of
mass
destruction,
particularly
nuclear
weapons
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The Anarchist FAQ argues that,

“Orthodox opinion, including that of Establishment
"experts," mainstream media, and politicians, generally
regards these crises as separable, each having its own
causes and therefore capable of being dealt with on a
piecemeal basis, in isolation from the other two.
Obviously, however, this "orthodox" approach isn't
working, since the problems in question are getting
worse. Unless some better approach is taken soon, we
are clearly headed for disaster, either from catastrophic
war, ecological Armageddon, or a descent into urban
savagery -- or all of the above.”
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Anarchism offers
a unified and
coherent way
of making
sense of these
crises, by
tracing them to

acommon

source.
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NO GODS This source is the
NO MASTERS principle of
hierarchical

authority, which
underlies the
major institutions
of all "civilized"
societies, whether
capitalist or

AGAINST ALL "communist.”
AUTHORITY
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Anarchist analysis
therefore starts from
the fact that all of our
major institutions are
In the form of
hierarchies, i.e.
organizations that
concentrate power at
the top of a pyramidal
structure, such as
corporations,
government

bureaucracies
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WHOEVER. 'fﬁE‘r \mrs

@ FOR, WE ARE fg

UNGOVERNABLE

...lt then goes on

to show how the
authoritarian
relations
Inherent in such
hierarchies
negatively affect
Individuals, their
society, and
culture
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One important point the authors of the AFAQ
mention Is that,

“Anarchism is a socio-economic and political theory, but not an
ideology. The difference is very important. Basically, theory
means you have ideas; an ideology means ideas have you.
Anarchism is a body of ideas, but they are flexible, in a
constant state of evolution and flux, and open to
modification in light of new data. As society changes and
develops, so does anarchism. An ideology, in contrast, is a
set of "fixed" ideas which people believe dogmatically,
usually ignoring reality or "changing" it so as to fit with the
ideology, which is (by definition) correct.”
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History of
Philosophical
Anarchism
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Although Hoffman ;
and Graham see Enlightenment Ideals

an a.r C h I S m a.S a. + 1. Human autonomy is the means and end of Enlightenment
V e ry O I d t h e O ry; : i p:egeld";glorrr:;;:: t?;f:r?;g.'g fo think rationally for yourself. b. Reason will lead

us to the truth.

th ey b el I eve It + 3. Enlightenment is universal

All humans are equal by naiure.

only emerged b

Human history is the story of progress in the human condition.

systematically in e

Religion and politics should be separated. One’s method of worship should be a

the 18th Century private matter.

+ 6. The centrality of economics to politics

aS a. p art O f t h e Asociety's “'ef"t'ge-"ng depends on how its economy is structured.

- 7. The ideal of popular government

E n I I g h t e n m e n t . Eeac;pd.‘gs {:rg e br:"e{:!m ing themselves. The aristocracy is not the only class
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The Enlightenment Vision

Liberalism — Freedom

/' 1688 England See *below
1776 United States 2,
1
Individualism 1782 France
168%/20 Locke \
Capitalism — Wealth _
1776 Adam Smith RN
N
Reason Progress/The
1620 Bacon ¥ Pursuit of
1641 Descartes -~ aHappiness
1690 Locke Engineering— Material =~/
1730- Industrial Eevolutior gDDﬂS ,rr
1769 JTames Watt
Science
1666/75 Newton, Leibniz
1537 Newton s

“--._____* .

Medicine —— Health

17948 Jenner

1789 Lavoisier
* 1764 Beccaria, On Crimes and Punishment

1780s: Last witches legally bumed in Europe

1784 American Society for Abolition of Slavery

1787 British Society for Abolition of Slave Trade
1788 French Societé des Amis des Noirs
Stephen Hicks, 2004 1792 Wollestonecraft, I'indication of the Rights of Women

Explaining Postmodernizm: Shepticism and Socialism from Rousseau to Foucault
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Anarchism begins
with William Without society people

Godwin’s Enquiry would be

Concerning miserable, but

A,
what is

-
L3
Political Justice most important W
(1783). Humans without society
are social beings, our existence
molded by their would be

environment, and aimless

have the capacity
for reason. v tatusMind.com
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It develops further

through the work
To me there is nothing of Max Stirner’s
above me . The Ego and His
Own (1845). He

| advocates the

formation of an
association of
sovereign
Individuals or
“conscious
egoists.”
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Hoffman and Graham point out that,

“All philosophical anarchists have the
problem of moving from the individual to
some kind of collective organization
which, on the one hand, is deemed
necessary to realize anarchism, but
which, on the other, contradicts
anarchist principles.”
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Free Market
Anarchism

Although the free
market might
generate structural
Inequalities, this
just means
everyone should be
an entrepreneur!
Inequalities are
Inevitable in a free
society.
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NO EXIT

2 Andy Singer

SINGER

- - o s
= ST TR . -
af ) :'::_,l_-.l- e i

LIBERTARIANISM IS JUST

ANARCHY FOR RICH PEOPLE

Murray Rothbard

State welfare is
as pernicious
as state
warfare.
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Robert Nozick

[, Taxation of earnings from labor is on
a par with forced labor. Seizing the

results of someone's labor is

H u m an S i .. eq;i;gﬂlen? to s‘eizing hc—)-urs from—.him
. TN N and directing hlm to carry on various
remain A "
possessive \ % |
individualists

by nature
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Anti-Capitalist

An alC h | StS FOR A WORLD WITHOUT GAPITALISM
P r O u d h O n y FORASOCIETY WITHOUT STATES

Bakunin

and

Kropotkin
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From Hoffman and Graham:

“Kropotkin called himself a communist anarchist; Bakunin
preferred to see himself as a collectivist, while Proudhon
regarded himself as a mutualist;, but all were critical of
capitalism, and all saw anarchism as a solution to the
kind of inequality generated by a capitalist society.”
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Anarchism and the
Problem of Violence ANARBH ISM

This is linked to the DOES NOT MEAN\ DOES MEAN

question of transition PEACE

stateless society to

society take place bit GCOOPERATION
NO MORE RACISM

— how gradual is the

movement towards a EuUALITY

be? Can a dramatic FREEDUM

transformation of

I Anarchists believe that

by b I t’) human btl;ings can o S H A RI N G
organise themselves
without being dominated J U ST I c E
or controlled. To find out
more si?zﬂlp%}r gq:n:ligle

REDDIT.COM/R/SIMPLEANARCHY NU MU RE s EXI SM
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What are
anarchists

to do If the
masses fall
to rise in
revolt?
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1. Anarchists can simply wait (Godwin)
until the spirit of rational enlightenment
takes root in the minds of the masses,
or...

Learn to drive. Get a job. Go to work. Covers @ FirstCovers.com

Get a_dgirlfriend. HaVe en. B s

Follaw fashjon, Act normal. =< -
& Wialloont SS S ESSR

Waich J.V. Obey the law.
L Sav e o M
. - )

[~
AT

S b A

‘e\f afté me:

d AM\FREE’
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2. ....the people
can get a
“helping

hand”

An invisible
dictatorship?

(Bakunin)
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Anarchism and New Social Movements

Characterized by a general anti-authoritarianism which sees
conventional politics as stifling and treacherous; by a
concern with breaking down barriers between the
personal and political; and through adopting a style of
campaigning that unites ends and means and links
enjoyment to efficiency.

By anarchist spirit | mean that deeply human
sentiment, which aims at the good of all, freedom
and justice for all, solidarity and love among the
people; which is not an exclusive characteristic only

of self-declared anarchists, but inspires all people
who have a generous heart and an open mind..

(Errico Malatesta)

izquotes.com
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The Problem of Hierarchy

Hoffman and Graham argue that although anarchists
use the term “hierarchy” in a negative way, the
reality is that hierarchy is part and parcel to human
relationships.

However, such hierarchies can be fluid and
Interpenetrating (i.e. the doctor and the auto
mechanic), and do not need to be repressive (for
example the student can teach the teacher as well
as the teacher teaching the student).
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In the end the authors of your textbook believe
that:

“*Anarchism and anarchist values are clearly the
price which society pays for a conventional
politics that fails to ameliorate inequality and
ecological damage”

Y

.. - 1 those who -
Kinds of R 0

REVIEMBERS
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