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Feminism as an ideology has always 
been highly controversial. 



It asks 
questions 
such as: 

Do women 
have too much 
or too little 
power? 
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Feminism is 
controversial in 
many ways, but 
also in the 
sense that 
different 
feminists mean 
different things 
by the term. 
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Liberal Feminism 
An ideological feminism that 

develops from the liberal tradition 
in that it challenges the notion that 
repressive hierarchies are natural.  



Two Early Important 
Thinkers: 

1. Mary 
Wollstonecraft 
argued for 
women’s 
economic 
independence and 
legal equality in A 
Vindication of the 
Rights of Woman 
(1792).  

FEMINISM AND ECOLOGISM 



2. John Stuart Mill 
argued in The 
Subjection of 
Women in 1869 
that women 
should enjoy 
equal rights with 
men – including 
the right to vote.  
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(His partner Harriet Taylor was a great 
influence on him) 
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In the 20th century, liberal feminism extended its motto of 

“Equality First” with the publication of Betty Friedan’s 
The Feminine Mystique (1963) which argued that middle-
class women suffered from depression and alienation as 
a result of giving up a career outside the home (what she 
called a “comfortable concentration camp”). 



There are 
essentially three 
main critiques of 
liberal feminism: 

 
1. Radical Feminist  
2. Socialist Feminist  
3. Black Feminist  
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1. Radical Feminists – protest that liberal feminism is too 
superficial in its approach. In addition to oppressing women, 
men are responsible for war, violence, hierarchy and the 
exploitation of nature. Why would women aspire to this? 
Women should desire liberation – not equality – and this 
means being separate and apart from men. Radical feminists 
are sexual revolutionaries, and thus different from liberal 
feminists who want to work within the system. 
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2. Socialist Feminists – argue that liberal feminists ignore or 

marginalize the position of working-class women and the 
problems they have with exploitation and poor conditions 
in the workplace. They challenge the view of the state as 
a benevolent reformer, and argue the state is an 
expression of class domination. Liberal feminism 
neglects the question of production and reproduction 
that lies at the heart of human activity. 
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3. Black Feminists – take issue with the tendency of liberal 

feminists to treat women in an abstract fashion, and to 
assume that women are not only middle class, but white 
as well.  
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Hoffman and 
Graham also 
examine three 
types of 
philosophical 
feminisms: 

 
1. Feminist 
Empiricism 
2. Standpoint 
Feminism 
3. Postmodern 
feminism 
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1. Feminist 
Empiricism 
Takes the view that 
sexist and 
“androcentric” (or 
male chauvinist) 
biases can be 
eliminated from 
scholarship and 
statements if there is 
a strict adherence to 
existing norms of 
scientific inquiry.  
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2. Standpoint Feminism 
Argues that because women have been excluded from 

power – whether within societies or in international 
organizations – they see the world differently than men. 
Emphasis on nature or nurture does not matter. 
Standpoint feminists generally believe women are 
different to men. 
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3. Postmodern Feminism 
Seeks to overcome the dualistic character of traditional 

theory. We should refuse to accept that we are either 
critical (and want to overturn everything) or conservative 
(and want to keep things the way they are). We need to be 
both subjective and objective, valuing the individual and 
society. In this way we avoid being “binary” and 
“absolutist.” 
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Ecologism  
or  

Environmentalism? 

(the difference is 
important) 
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Hoffman and Graham note 
that environmentalists 
attach value to the 
“environment” or “nature” 
but only in relation to human 
consciousness and human 
concerns. 
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This means the 
environment 
becomes a 
subordinate 
component of 
alternative 
ideologies, such 
as liberalism, 
socialism, or 
feminism.  
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Environmentalism is 
anthropocentric! 



Ecologists (greens, 
deep ecologists, 
ecocentrists), on 
the other hand, 
assert that nature 
has intrinsic value. 
The task of 
ecologism is to 
critique the 
anthropocentric 
world view held by 
environmentalists. 
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The “Environmental Crisis” 
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All ecologists, (and many environmentalists), 

agree that there is a crisis, and that the 
following problems are interconnected: 



Global 
Warming 
[climate 
change] 

 
Natural or human 

agency? 
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Resource 
Depletion 

 
Renewable vs. 

non-renewable 
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Pollution 
A factor in migration? 



Decline in 
Species  

(loss of 
biodiversity) 

 
Reasons and 

effects still 
scientifically 
unclear 
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Nuclear War 
 

The problem of Nuclear winter 
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These various “crises” raise interesting 

questions about the relationship 
between science and politics. Hoffman 
and Graham believe that ecologists are 
critical of scientific rationality, yet 
employ scientific evidence to support 
their arguments. 

(Instructor critique: 
ecologists are not critical of 
scientific rationality, they 
are critical of “scientism”). 



The authors note 
that ecologism is 
a distinct 
ideology, whereas 
environmentalism 
can be a strand in 
other ideologies 
such as 
liberalism, 
conservatism and 
socialism.  
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Affinities between Environmentalism 
and Other Ideologies… 



Liberalism 
 
The belief that 

future 
generations 
have moral 
claims 
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Conservatism 
 
A shared belief in 

conservation 
and skepticism 
of rationality 
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Socialism 
 
The belief in the 

exploitation of 
the human and 
natural world 
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Anarchism 
 
A belief in the 

authoritarian 
character of 
globalization 

FEMINISM AND ECOLOGISM 



Nationalism 
 
A belief in the 

environmental 
causes of 
migration, which 
threatens the 
cultural integrity 
of the nation-
state 
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Fascism 
 
Eco-fascists and 

the connection 
between early 
20th century 
green 
movements and 
Nazism  
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The idea of an organic and 
hierarchical order in nature is 
mirrored in a social hierarchy 



Feminism 
 
The belief in a 

“feminine” 
nature and 
“masculine” 
rationality 
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Mother Earth; growth,  
nurturing, and motherhood,  
etc… 
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Fundamentalism 
 

A belief that one can 
have an almost 
“religious” view 
of the 
environment 
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2 Important Theorists of Ecologism 
and 1 Important Environmentalist 
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Aldo Leopold and the “Land Ethic” 

What Leopold called “land” is what ecologists today 
call “ecosystem,” “biosphere,” “Gaia,” or “Earth” 
(Spaceship Earth) 
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Leopold believed: 
Land is an interdependent system, not a 
commodity;  
Human beings are part of the “land community,” 
not masters of it; 
Leopold: “a thing is right when it tends to 
preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the 
biotic community…it is wrong when it tends 
otherwise.”     
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Problem: Underlying the land ethic is a 

controversial philosophical claim: from 
observations of the empirical world 
human beings can derive reasons for 
action. (This is Hume’s “naturalistic 
fallacy” – claims about how people 
should behave cannot be generated from 
observational facts – the moral “ought” 
cannot be derived from an observation 
of what “is.” 



Arne Naess and 
“Deep 
Ecology” 

 
A comprehensive 

conception of the 
good for society 
and individuals. 
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“Shallow ecology” is a less-than-
comprehensive, or merely political 
understanding of environmental values 



Naess developed a 
set of “platform 
principles” 
(described as 
“level 2”) around 
which people 
with diverse 
ultimate values 
could unite.  
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They were: 
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1. Human and non-human life have intrinsic or 

inherent value (this is independent of the 
usefulness of the non-human world for human 
purposes). 

 



2. Richness and 
diversity of life 
forms 
contribute to 
the realization 
of these values 
and are also 
values in 
themselves. 
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3. Humans have 
no right to 
reduce this 
richness and 
diversity 
except to 
satisfy vital 
human needs.  
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4. Human life (and 
especially non-
human life) cannot 
flourish unless there 
is a substantial 
decrease in human 
population. 
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5. Present human 
interference 
with the non-
human world is 
excessive, and 
the situation is 
rapidly 
worsening. 
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6. Policies 
affecting basic 
economic, 
technological, 
and structures 
must be 
changed 

FEMINISM AND ECOLOGISM 



7. Humans will 
begin to 
appreciate life 
quality (dwelling 
in situations of 
inherent value) 
rather than 
striving for a 
higher standard 
of living. 
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8. Those who 
subscribe to the 
foregoing points 
have an 
obligation to try 
directly or 
indirectly to 
implement the 
necessary 
changes.  
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Garrett Hardin and “The Tragedy 
of the Commons” 
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Hardin’s “lifeboat ethics” (catch the components 

of the analogy) 
50 people in a boat designed for 60 (what is the 

boat?)  
100 people swimming around in the water (what is 

the water?) 
Do we take on all 100? Only 10? Which 10? 

Should 50 sacrifice their own lives? Would that 
fix the problem? 
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Hardin felt that the only “ethical” solution (given 
that the problem of  
overpopulation of selfish,  
self-centered humans, was  
increasing, not getting better) 
was to stop people from  
getting on the boat and not  
aid those outside the boat. 
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Critique of Ecologism 
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1. Do ecologists have a plausible 
account of why we should value 
“nature”? 



2. Can 
ecologists 
respect the 
created world 
– or what 
others would 
describe as 
“culture”? 
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3. Are 
ecologists 
hostile to 
individualism 
(or individual 
human 
rights)? 
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4. Are 
ecologists 
hostile to 
reason and 
rationality? 
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5. Is ecologism 
compatible 
with human 
equality?   
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6. Is ecologism 
compatible 
with value 
pluralism? 
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