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CONSERVATISM

Hoffman and
Graham ask
whether
conservatism

IS “an elusive
Ideology” and
describe some
of its internal
contradictions.
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CONSERVATIVE LOGIC

Don’t even try to figure it out.
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Why is conservatism difficult to

define?

* Conservatism has prospered because it is
unwilling to be tied down to a fixed system of
ideas.

* Conservatives have a clearer understanding of
what they oppose rather than what they are for,

* Conservatives are more inclined to describe
thair beliefs as an attitude of mind or common
sense as opposed to an ‘ism’ or ideology.

* Conservatism is deeply suspicious of human
nature and of grandiose schemes thought by
human mind- hence a natural suspicion towrds

ideclogy.
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Although the word “conservative”
suggests an ideology opposed to
progress, in fact the authors note that
conservatives can actually be
“progressive”

The trouble with traditional American
conservatism is that it lacks a naturally
cheerful, optimistic disposition. Not
only does it lack one, it regards signs of

one as evidence of unsoundness,
irresponsibility.
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“CONSERVATISM  Whatis
IS NOT AN IDEOLOGY. d|St|nCt|VE
CONSERVATISM about
IS A WAY OF LIFE conservatism
LLBASED ON_T is its attitude
KNOWLEDGE,
HUMAN REASONING, toward

’%&%” progress...

-MARK LEVIN
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The text notes

THE MODERN CONSERVATIVE il -

S ENGAGED IN ONE OF AN S N AU
OLDEST EXERCISES IN HORAL S S
PHILOSOPHY: THAT IS, THE

SEARCH FORASUPERIOR. ~ A R A
HORALUSTIFCATION F0R SR
SELFISHNESS: ; p

change after its
happened.

JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH
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6 Basic
Elements of
Conservatism
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| DON'T ALWAYS GET
TE)_(-TSTHQM GIRLS

1. Rejection of
“Rationalism”

Any approach to
political problems
derived from the
application of
abstract concepts.
“Over-analyzing.”

TBUT WHENT] 100, OVER
ANALYZE THE SHIT OUT
OF THEM
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2. The Importance of “Experience”

Not veneration of the past, but a recognition
of the limitations of human reason.
Some Change OK’ Knowledge Experience

but not radical 0
0
change! s " . ¢ S
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3. The View of Human Nature

The authors note the marked differences within conservative
thought, concerning human behavior, capabilities, and
motivation, but suggest there is broad

agreement that human
beings are limited in their
capacity to comprehend
the society in which

they live.
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4. Rejection of “Visionary Politics

Visionaries do not recognize the pluralism of
everyday life — the fact that individuals have
conflicting needs, desires and values.

“THE UTOPIAN SCHEMES OF LEVELING
% [REDISTRIBUTION OF THE WEALTH] AND A
o ﬁ'?i- OF GOODs [CENTRALOWN-  « At the end of every vista, you see nothing
B9 0. ERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION 2
~\ BB AND DISTRIBUTION], ARE AS VISIONARY but the gallows
"SIE §" AND IMPRACTICAL AS THOSE WHICH VEST
ALL PROPERTY IN THE CROWN. THESE
IDEAS ARE ARBITRARY, DESPOTIC,
AND, IN OUR GOVERNMENT,
UNCONSTITUTIONAL.”

--SAMUEL ADAMS
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@ Social Institutions

POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

5. Respect for
Institutions
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LEGI'I'IMACV— the right of political leaders to
govern- to hold use and allocate power- based
on the values a particular society holds.
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rule-governed, a
belief that
Institutions evolve,
rather than being
created at a
determinate point
In history.
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6. Suspicion of

Authority The Problem of
Political Authority

Consel’v atiV es dO An Examination of the Right to Coerce and the Duty to Obey
not reject
authority, but
are suspicious
of It.

Michael Huemer
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Classic
Conservative
Thinkers
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David Hume
(1711-1776)

Described by the
authors as the
first major
thinker to offer a

efensa of A TREATISE OF
conservatism. HUMAN
NATURE

b & K e v _|.'__ |
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Hume’s Philosophical Claims
David Hume

Sensations Operations of Mind Less "Lively”
[(Outward Sentiment) {Inward Sentiment)

\ / Abstract Ideas Memaories Imagination

Impressions  —— Copies =
{Faa.-.ﬁ,., or Sentiments) - Thoughts or Ideas

No Assumption of External Waorld \\* I l A’/ "Mare feeble perceptions”
Relations / Types of

Between |deas Types of Ideas Complex Ideas

“Lively™

Modes
s Resemblance s Relations of Ideas (Necessary )
Truths / Tautologies ® Substances
s Spatial and Temporal
'.'_Zplzl:-|'|[i-;;||_|i['-,r | * Matiers ofFact s Helations of Cause and Effect

s Cause ! Effect

All reasoning of matters of fact based  Cause / effect based on regular pairing of events
on relation of cause and effect in experence; inference of "secret powers”
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READING HUME MAKES ME
SLEEPY.

1. Human
understanding
must be drawn
from experience.
All the materials

of thinking —

perceptions —
are derived
either from
sensations or
from reflection.
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2. Simple impressions must be connected
together, or “associated.” At any moment there
IS a great deal going on in a person’s mind, but
you cannot reason if the contents of your mind

are arbitrary: you need to connect, or associate,
Ideas. -
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3. We attribute
causes to
events on the
basis of
experience,

ITWIll BE FUNTHEY SAID [EEDSsiedia

specifically,
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Hume rejects the idea that “reason” transcends,
or goes beyond, what can be observed.

4 peioel [ fanacyTic [Hnecessary
5 Iy F———— e
P

A POSTERIOR! I SYNTHETIC [JCONTINGENT

WHICH AND
PROVES 'REASON!

SCIENCE NOT AS AND YOoU CAN
AIN'T AS USEFUL EAT A PIE
SMART AS WITH IT!
IT THINKS
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Unlike liberals such as Hobbes and Locke,
Hume rejects the idea of a social
contract, arguing instead against the
liberal notion of self-interest.
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Quote |

K * “Nothing is more surprising than the
easiness with which the may are governed
by the few.” — David Hume

» What does this quote mean?
* Do you agree with it?
» How is it applicable today? Or is it not?

Political authority, or

legitimacy, arises
from the habit of
obedience to a
power that initially
IS recoghnized as
neither legitimate,
nor illegitimate,
but simply as
“given” (de facto
as opposed to de
jure).
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Edmund Burke
(1729-1797)

The authors note Reflections on the

that if Hume is Revolution in France

the first great
conservative
thinker, Burke is
the most
famous.
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As with Hume, Burke’s philosophical
starting point is a rejection of
abstractions, such as “natural rights” (a
very liberal concept).

A FREE HUMAN

!
/ | \

Life Free Will/Liberty Freedo [Principles]
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S For Burke (and
iIndeed many
conservatives),
abstractions
lead to theories,
which eventually
fmats ¢ become dogma,
A <T which devolve

:3,'" THE EXTREME ) into terror.

VIOLEN
WA 197
2\ WARNING OF
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Against
abstraction,
theory and
dogma, Burke
defends habit,
taste, and
“prejudice”

’ " &1

= TrEa,

A .
4 "k‘"‘

The intuitive mind is a sacred gift and the
rational mind is a faithful servant. We have
created a society that honors the servant and
has forgotten the gift.

(Albert Einstein)

izquotes.com
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For Burke, the
wisdom of
others, including
previous
generations, Is a

We can'all benefit from the resource to be

experiences of those who have respected _ If we
gone before. are to avoid

disastrous
social
consequences.
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Reflections on the Revolution in
France

Compares 2 societies:

France — has abandoned prejudice in favor
of “theory”

Britain — has remained close to its
traditions, to which it is prejudiced.
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Michael Oakeshott
(1901-1990) Michael

Oakeshott

Generally regarded
as the key
conservative
thinker of the

tionalism

20th century. in politics and
other essays

NEW AND EXPANDED EMTION
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Oakeshott’s main concern (voiced in avery
Important essay titled “Rationalism in Politics”)
was that “rationalism” —a way of thinking that
emphasizes independence of mind, freedom of
thought, the authority of reason, was itself
destructive toward political order.

@CPSThinkTank

Are we rational?

The man of conservative
temperament believes

that a known good is not
lightly to be surrendered

for an unknown better.
Michael Oakeshott
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He also advanced
a theory of

To be conservative, then, 1s to prefer k N OWI ed g €

the familiar to the unknown, to prefer W h | C h h e
the tried to the untried, fact to mystery, d |V| d e d | nto 2
the actual to the possible, the limited to

the unbounded, the near to the distant, arc h ety p es.

the sufficient to the superabundant, the

convenient to the perfect, present 1 . TeC h nic a-l
laughter to utopian bliss. 2 Pr a Ct| C al

Michael Joseph Oakeshott

PICTUREQUOTES . com-

PICTUREQUW®TES
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Technical Knowledge

...1s formulated into rules that are
deliberatively learned, remembered and
put into practice.

To try to do something which
Is inherently impossible is
always a corrupting enterprise.

Michael Joseph Oakeshott
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Practical Knowledge

...Is acquired only in use. It is not
reflective, and cannot be formulated as
rules. : |

Tichael Oakeshett:
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The political problem for
Oakeshott was that
rationalism rejected
practical knowledge,
and only recognized
technical knowledge.
An ideology, which is
a form of technical
knowledge, can be
expressed in a set of
propositions,
whereas a tradition of

hought —which is a

> Midas, the Rationalist
ys in the unfortunate
lon of not being able
0 touch anything, without
~ transforming it intfo an
abstraction; he can never
get a square meal of
experience.

- -Michael Oakeshott
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In a political sense, rationalism was the politics of
the “inexperienced...” as in the experience of
problem-solving (technical knowledge), rather
than the recognition of the importance of
tradition (practical knowledge).

In political activity . . . men sail a boundless
and bottomiess sea; there is nelther
harbour forsheltera yor for; anct
neither starﬁ

destination. Th "-bli. ;p gigf"‘{ﬂbkeap afloat

on an eveh keeEIT'*!‘dl'f“_ ,’.’?. )
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Leo Strauss
(1899-1973)

Regarded as an
Important
Influence on
what is called

Nneo-

conservatism

1’

.

The Legacyof 8

Leo
Strauss

Edited by Tony Burns and James Connelly
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Natural right stands opposed to cultural
relativism. Modern thought, according to
Strauss, Is characterized by a rejection of
objective validity in favor of relativism.

Leo Strauss's discoveries in the
history of political philosophy had
the effect of liberating his students
from the yoke of contemporary

thought.

— (Wdlcam Kristel —

AZ QUOTES
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The logic of natural right is that those possessing the
greatest wisdom should rule, and their power should be in
proportion to their possession of the virtue of wisdom.
This, Hoffman and Graham note, is . .
iIncompatible with the modern TOIGOI’I’] who
(liberal) idea of consent rules OVE}
(i.e. rulers rule by consent of the you, Slmply
ruled and not by appeal to the rulers’ find out WhO
superior wisdom). You Grenot
alloweda o
Crlicis e

_ Voltaijre
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Strauss'’s
argument that S
one must “read PP/I){J})_SOPHY
b_etween the § /,I,HE.%%%
lines” when
examining
political texts,
was based on
the notion of 2
levels of writing:
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Exoteric Niches One type of
writing
Languages in Exoteric Niches: (exoteric) was
larger speaker po_pulations directed at a
greater geographical coverage
greater degree of contact with other languages popu lar
intergroup communication - use the language -
to speak to outsiders (individuals from different audience...

ethnic and/or linguistic backgrounds)
e more non-native speakers

Wray and Grace (2007)
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..the other R
(esoteric), had Esoteric Niches
a“hidden” or Languages in Esoteric Niches:
secret teachin 0 smaller speaker populations

: smaller geographical coverage
that is Only less contact with other languages
revealed on intra-group communication

: Share:
careful reading. o a culture and environment

o general knowledge of the community and its
activities
o have a unified identity.

The Noble Lie?



Hoffman and
Graham note that
the influence of
neoconservatives
IS most keenly felt
In U.S. foreign

policy.

CONSERVATISM
i ¢ NEO-CONS
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The 4 Tenets of

Neoconservative
Thought

(Ibrahim Koncak)
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1. Moral Clarity — An understanding of the forces
of good and evil in the international arena. This

ets articulated in terms
) WILLIAM J.

of the internal characteristics

of state democratic leaders BE NNETT

and democracies are good;
tyrants and tyrannical regimes
are bad.

MORAL CLARITY AND
THE WAR ON TERRORISM
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2. Military Preeminence — the USA should have
strategic and ideological predominance in the
world. What people fear most in the world is US
retrenchment and isolationism, rather than US
activism and hegemony. International relations
should be based on preponderance of power,
Instead of the traditional balance of power, as
the route to peace and stability.

IT'S TIME TO
STOP CUTTING

THE MILITARY
BUDGET.
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3. Leverage of Military Power —is the willingness
to use military force to pursue its foreign policy
goals and is based on two premises:

a) The US ends are noble and good,
therefore;

b) We are morally derelict if we do not use
force in pursuit of those ends (such as
democratization)

COMMITTING EXPOSED
WAR CRIMES WAR CRIMES

N

ALLTHE WHILE AMERICANS LARGELY REMAIN SILENT.
PATHETIC.,
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4. Skepticism — about the ability of international
law and institutions to bring about peace and
justice in the world. The I.C.C. and the U.N. are
seen by neoconservatives as mechanisms used
by weaker powers to tie down the USA.

If | were doing the Security Council
today, I'd have one permanent member,
the United States, because that's the
real reflection of the distribution of
power in the world. All international laws

are invalid, meaningless attempts to
constrict American power.

N f}— ﬁ*]ftﬂ..- 8 [,l-r",f_- o —
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VOTING CONSERVATIVE

| vote Conservative to keep
Foreigners, Minorities, Women,

Socialists, Gays and Liberals from | MOle CaNmRIIvG T facs I

moron from realising I'm the

ruining my life. only one ruining his life.
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