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SOCIALISM

Hoffman and Graham emphasize the
diversity of socialist thought. They ask:
Can socialism be defined? Is it an
Impossible dream? Do more “realistic”
forms of socialism sacrifice their very
soclalism when they become more
pragmatic? And do the diverse kinds of
socialism have anything in common?




SOCIALISM

They also point out the difference
between what they call “social
democracy” or “democratic
soclalism” and “Marxism” or
“scientific socialism.” What are the

differences?

democratic

(adj.) by the people

socialist

(n.) for the people
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Social Democracy /

Democratic Marxism/

Socialism Scientific Socialism
Moderate classes Eliminate classes
Utilize the state Go beyond the state
Parliament (Congress) Worker’s councils
Ethically desirable Historically inevitable
Nation as a whole Workers and their

allies
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In defining
SOCIa“Sm more than the

individual

Society is

the authors PNt

note that all sk " e
socialists oecive Socialism e
share these According to
common 9 Attributes

features...
- History is
HilIbAns a wave of

projlr::tive progressivism
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a) An optimistic
view of human
nature — it is
changeable
and not a
barrier to social
regulation or
ownership.

iON. ONLY

iLL FREE US

ROM THE CHAINS
OF BIGOTRY. A
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cooperation —
competition
exists, but is
not the
guiding i
principle. """ Against the
B:lhonatre Class
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A Briet History of Sucuhs{ mm {oElﬂ'ﬂh Anmcanway of Life

PUBLIC
sc#oor.s‘?

SociaLisH”

PUBLIC
WATER SKsTrY
SOCIALISH!

PUBLIC
HIGHWAYS?

SOCHLISHI !

PUByc |

JICALIH!

"PugLIC |
PARKSP | HeALTH CARe?

c) A positive
view of
freedom —

Freedom to, not
just freedom
from (a material
basis of
freedom)
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d) Support for equality —

A basic value in any imaginable or feasible
socialist society

gocm,sncmh

%77 DO YOU HAVE ONE OF THESE? “S%7%

|[CONGRATULATIONS!

YOU'RE A CARD CARRYING E
SOCIALIST! ||

ﬂ
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The problem of Utopia




SOCIALISM

All socialists are vulnerable to the
charge of utopianism —trying to realize a
soclety that is
contrary to
human
experience and
historical
development

“VETERANS

Politifake.org
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THE BLACKBERRY PRESIDENT QUITTING THE THUG LIFE

Newsweek

WE ARE ALL
SOCIALISTS NOW

Socialists
disagree as
to whether
utopianism is
a good or
bad thing.
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While some socialists see Utopia as a
good thing, liberals and conservatives
regard the notion of Utopia as negative —
an irresponsible idealism that is contrary
to reality, leading to regimes of a highly
oppressive and totalitarian kind.

There is no difference between
communism and socialism, except in the
means of achieving the same ultimate
end: communism proposes to enslave
men by force, socialism - by vote. It is
merely the difference between murder
and suicide.

(Marx and Engels supported

_________
ftyn fand, -
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Marx and
Marxism

The belief that
socialism
should be
scientific and
not utopian
(highly
contentious)
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Why is e .
as “scientific’? * Marx was not saying that capitalism would

collapse because it was immoral or because it

o was inefficient.

Because it is a * He was saying that capitalism would collapse
broad theo ry because of the unalterable rules of social
which change that invariably destroy economic

systems marked by class inequality.
encompasses... . This is why another name for dialectical
materialism is scientific socialism.

KARL MARX
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A Theory of Class
Conflict

Class-divided

socileties have
Incompatible
soclal interests
that lead to
exploitation...
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A Theory of
iy Revolutions
KEEP This

CALM incompatibility

AND can only be

resolved

START through
A REVOLUTION revolution...
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A Theory of
History

Which contrasts
the forces of
production with
the relations of

production

KARL MARK'S

TheoryorHistory
A Beience
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GCOST TO THE AVERAGE
TAX PAYER PER YEAR

FOOD STAMPS

* hittp:/ /www . whitehouse.gov/2012-taxreceipt ** Source: The Cato Institute

WHO ARE THEY TRYING TO KID WHEN THE GOP
SAYS WE CAN'T AFFORD TO HELP THE POOR?

A Theory of
Society

The self-destructive
nature of
capitalism which
creates the
working class
(capitalism’s
“gravediggers”?)
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The Authoritarian
Consequences of
“Scientific Socialism”

(...that is, according to Hoffman and Graham)

Intolerance of ambiguity is the mark of an
authoritarian personality.

(Theodor Adorno)

Izquotes.com
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a) The Argument
of Inevitability
(the major

problem) e |
ReVO I u t| ons. . 4 | - There is absolutely no inevitability as long as
. NG | there is a willingness to contemplate what is
1. Bourgeois vs. e happening.
p o I etar | an \ (Marshall McLuhan)
2. “Pre-mature” .
IZquotes.com
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Hunter-Gatherer

N\

Agricultural

N\

Feudalism
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b) Class War and the Problem of
Morality

A “scientific” attitude ought to BUT I THOUGHT

SOCIALISM
WOULD WORK2

be tolerant and empirical, but in
Marxism, the notion of a
vanguard leading a revolutionary
process that is both inevitable and
historically necessary, leads to an

o=
| KNOW, SON.

e | I
- - llmw"

-J

ALMOST EVERYONEDOES
 WHEN THEV'RE YOUNG.

imgi’sip.cum
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The Dilemma of Democratic
Socilalism

SOCIALISMWITHOUT{CARITALISMZCOMMUNISM
CARITALISMWITHOUT(SOCIALISMEIFASCISM

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM = BALANCE
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Social democracy CAPITALIST DEMOCRACY
sees itself as

everything that
Marxism is not:
democratic,
reformist,
realistic, open-
mined, and
concerned with
making a moral
case for

SOCI al ISM. You can buy your own toothpaste but Wall Street has
already bought your presidents for you.

Toothpaste Presidents

1407 Choices Two Choices
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Degenerate forms of rule:
Benevolent autocracy™= tyranny
Aristocracy=s=p oligarchy

Democracy == mob rule

Social Democracy == “electoralism” (a
concern to win elections without
worrying about principles at all)
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UNDER DEMOCRACY

one party always devotes its chief energies to trying to prove”. _ -

that the other party is unfit to rule —

and both commo succeed, and are right.
G
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Socilalism and

the USA

Factors to ?
examine when
asking why Want all the
socialism has &3 W stuff without
never taken o T all the work?
root here. & M

¥/S0CTALLS

May be

’ :'i"ight for you! Q ___!\

&

“‘Facebook.com/ ImageBlitz
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ROOTIINJAMERICAWS
B BECAUSEITHEIPOOR
RTHEREISEE\THEMSELVES
ENOT/AS AN EXBL TED
SPROLETARIAT/BUT/A
TEMPORARI.Y

EMBARRASSED
MILLIONAIRES."

'SUCIMISMEVER' TDDI{

.l
-IJOHN STEINBECK &8
'#

Early American
republic did not
have the same
class structure
as England and
the continent.
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A social ethos that prioritized
Individualism over collectivism
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Capitalism is a social
system based on the
recognition of
individual rights,
including property
rights, in which all
property is privately
owned.

Ayn Rand

Emancipatory
movements
(especially trade
unions), that
championed the
rights of
individual men
over an
oppressed
class.
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Roosevelt’s New Deal, although seen by its
enemies as “socialist” in character, embraced

a social or new liberalism that never really

challenged the

capitalist -
nature of the
economy.

WORLD'S HIGHEST STANDARD OF LIVQNG.
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Can Marxism be Rescued?

This Is an interesting question. The

authors do not say by whom it should
0e rescued, and for what ultimate
ourpose (should radicals who want to
negin the revolution, rescue it from
Iberals who want to tame it?).
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The authors suggest that the problem with
Marxism is that it embraces elements
that make it impossible for the state to
“wither away” — meaning that it must
lead to authoritarianism.
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Engels suggested revolutions are authoritarian
events, and they create a new state that

clearly d&mgw_shes t,k‘ up

between revolution

and counter-revolution, m" of
and this leads to the kind mh
of insecurity and division = & 4
that generates despotism =

Marxssm

Coffee Mix
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Class and
Agency INTERSECTIONAUTT 1S
THE BELIEF THAT
Are there factors om@gom
other than class CANNOT pE SoLVED
(gender, race, ALONE

national identity,
sexual

orientation) that OPFKESéIONS ARE NOT \SOLXTED.

raasanss  INTERSECTIONALTY Now!
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o Miilitarize

T ahw our

& < Children
\/diation!

Don't {e8ch Wour child to use a

“baseball bat when our enemies
teach their children to use guns!

Socialism and
Inevitability

Is socialism only
“conditionally”
Inevitable as
the authors
suggest?
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Determinism and Free Wil

Classical liberalism argues for a notion of freedom
Independent of circumstances and
relationships, and since they [socialists] are
critical of liberalism they might be tempted to
take the view that since circumstances
determine the way people are, they do not have
freedom or willpower.
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Soclalism:

A Summary from
Hoffman and Graham



SOCIALISM

Socialism is a
broad church,

but underlying e ‘
its numerous # E_ Aot e o
formsis a k- ¥ >
concern with A -

cooperation PR socialism
and equality.... iy :

1
i
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..and a belief that human nature can
change and that freedom requires an
adequate provision of resources.

!’tif‘-"".""klf = .
| am convinced there is /ﬁu " %
only one way to /ﬁ Y
eliminate these grave o
evils, namely through 4«9 -
the establishment of a

socialist economy,

accompanied by an

educational system

which would be oriented

toward social goals.

- Albert Einstein
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Socialism Is prone
to the problem
of utopianism LIBERTARIAN
because it seeks
to establish a snclnllsm:
society that

differs from the n" 0HYMOH0“?

world of the
present.
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Marxism is a variant of socialism that leads to
authoritarianism insofar as it emphasizes an
unconditional inevitability, has a

particular notion
of revolution, and
IS disdainful of
moral judgement.

Capitalism VS
ocialism/Communism
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Marxism can only be rescued from the
problem of authoritarianism if it rejects
the notion of revolution as a single
political event, and adopts a broader
view of class and a conditional notion of

Inevitability.

Socialism in America will come
through the ballot box.

AZ QUOTES
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A DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST IS NOT A
MARXIST SOCIALIST OR A COMMUNIST.
A DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST IS STILL A
CAPITALIST, JUST ONE WHO SEEKS TO
RESTRAIN THE SELF-DESTRUCTIVE
EXCESSES OF CAPITALISM
AND CHANNEL GOVERNMENT'S USE OF
OUR TAX MONEY INTO CREATING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE.
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS BELIEVE THAT
BOTH THE ECONOMY AND SOCIETY
SHOULD BE RUN DEMOCRATICALLY
TO MEET HUMAN NEEDS, NOT SIMPLY
TO MAKE PROFITS FOR A GREEDY FEW.

(W Iaat I/ @ DEMOCRATS
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