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I. Can politics be studied 
“scientifically”?



1. Nonscience
a. Common 
sense

b. Theology

c. Intuition

d. Ideology
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2. Science
a. For Kuhn, it is a culture (language, family, 
etc. such as physics, chemistry, biology)



b. Each “science” 
has its own 
distinct 
methods and 
community.
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Incommensurability – impossible to measure 
or compare; lacking a common quality with 
which to compare. 



UNDERSTANDING AND CRITICALLY ANALYZING 
POLITICAL THEORY

c. Follows a pattern: concept formation > 
induction > prediction



d. Composed of 
“paradigms”
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II. What is a “paradigm”?

1. It is a scientific culture. It tells its 
members what to study and how to 
study it.



2. It has four 
components:

a. Symbolic 
generalizations
b. Shared 
metaphors/models
c. Shared values
d. Shared exemplars 
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(puzzle problems and their solutions. An 
extraordinary achievement which people 
in the field accept as extraordinary)
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III. What is an anomoly?

1. A violation of a 
paradigm’s expected 
result.

2. In science, 
anomolies are puzzles 
that need to be solved 
within the paradigm.



IV. How then, 
does science 
work?

4 stages: 
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1. Preparadigm – politics, philosophy, sociology, 
economics. These disciplines do not share core values.

2. Normal science – established paradigm.

3. Extraordinary science – paradigm in crisis due to too 
many anomolies or one important anomoly.

4. Scientific revolution – also known as a “paradigm 
shift.” Old paradigm thrown out, new paradigm accepted 
by scientific community.
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Within normal science, knowledge is

cumulative, 

but only

within 

the 

paradigm!
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For politics, Kuhn did not argue a science

of politics was impossible, but that it was in a

preparadigmatic stage…
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Critiques of the 
Discipline
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I. Most pertinent criticisms
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a. Although criticisms have come from many 
quarters, the most common focuses on the 
applicability of the natural science paradigm (a 
serious misuse of the term: recall Kuhn!) to the 
study of society and thus the possibility of a social 
science modeled on the rigor and predictability of 
the natural sciences. Therefore, social science 
cannot produce useful scientific generalizations 
or accurately predict human events. 



b. Some of the 
more important 
critiques of the 
social sciences 
generally:
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1. Peter Winch

Severe limitations 
to the scientific 
approach.
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2. Alasdair 
MacIntyre

Attacks the so-called 
“predictive” power 
of social sciences 
and as a discipline 
that offers the 
possibility for 
controlling social 
behavior.
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3. Dorothy Ross 

Focuses on the 
ethnocentric 
nature of American 
political studies 
aka “American 
exceptionalism.”
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c. Some of the 
more important 
critiques of 
political science 
specifically: 
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1. Leo Strauss

Suggested the “new” 
behavioral political 
science was inferior to 
“old” philosophical 
political science; trying 
to separate facts from 
values led to relativism 
and threatened 
democracy.
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Note: Heineman gives a very generous 
interpretation of Strauss. Other scholars 
suggest that he was actually extremely 
distrustful and hostile to democracy.



2. David Ricci

Political science as 
“tragedy”; also 
critical of a 
“scientific” 
approach to 
politics.
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He also noted the rise 
of complicated 
jargon that “new” 
political scientists 
adopted and 
contended that 
political science had 
not come close to 
universal 
explanations or 
reliable predictions. 
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3. Raymond 
Seidelman

The “third” tradition 
in American 
culture situated 
between 
institutionalism 
and radical 
democracy. 
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He noted that political scientists applying 
scientific methodology have found themselves 
the tools of political vested interests or have 
simply been isolated or ignored by those with 
political power.



BUDDHISM

In the Footsteps of 
the Buddha



BUDDHISM

Your Stevenson text notes that “Buddhism is a 
multifaceted religious tradition that includes a 
variety of teachings and conceptions of the 
Buddha, as well as many different pathways to 
the ultimate goal.”



Most Buddhists 
regard their 
tradition as a way 
of following the 
Buddha to the 
goal of Nirvana or 
Buddhahood.
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There are 3 branches of modern 
Buddhism:

1. Theraveda – “Way of the Elders” 
(Southeast Asia)

2. Mahayana – “Great Vehicle” (Central 
and East Asia)

3. Vajrayana – “Diamond Vehicle” (Tibet) 
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The story of the life of the Buddha is a major 
cornerstone of Buddhism. But as Stevenson
asks: How are we to read this story?
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Theory of Existence 
(notice we won’t use “theory of the universe”)



BUDDHISM

3 characteristics of existence: Human reality is 
characterized by:

1. Impermanence (anitya)

2. Lack of a solid self (anatma)

3. Unsatisfactoriness (dukkha)



BUDDHISM

The Theraveda tradition maintains that while he was 
meditating under the Bodhi tree, the future Buddha 
comprehended the interdependent nature of states of 
being in terms of a 12-fold chain of causation…
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The 12-fold chain of causation, in effect, 
functions like a creation myth in other 
religious traditions.
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For most Buddhists, our “nature” is centered around 5 
skandhas, “components” or “aggregates” of a person, 
the first of which is “form” (rupa), or the material 
aspect of a thing or person.



BUDDHISM

The second skandha is the aggregate of “sensations”

(vedana), the physiological process resulting from

contact of form with form, 

of the senses with 

their corresponding 

objects.



The third aggregate is 
“perception” 
(samjna). When the 
six sense organs 
come in contact with 
their corresponding 
objects, sensations 
are produced that 
then lead to 
recognition of 
objects.

BUDDHISM



The fourth skandha is 
the aggregate of 
“mental formations” 
(sanskara). They 
include our 
predispositions, 
impulses, attitudes, 
and tendencies that 
make up the unique 
character of our own 
personality.
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The fifth and final aggregate is “consciousness” 
(vijnana). Consciousness is comprised of moments of 
awareness (i.e. to not just perceive a table but to be 
aware of it).



BUDDHISM

Looking at the 5 skandhas, what are we to 
conclude about human nature? Stevenson
notes that when the Buddha was asked 
directly whether a soul does or does not exist, 
he remained silent, suggesting a deep 
conundrum concerning the very nature of 
existence. In your opinion, what does this 
suggest how a Buddhist would regard politics 
and things political?
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Critical Analysis



BUDDHISM

Overall, Western feminists have pointed out that in 
traditional forms of monastic Buddhism women have 
been viewed as spiritually inferior to and as 
temptresses for male monks.



BUDDHISM


